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Reflections on Stewardship

The 4 T’s of Stewardship
Next to the gift of salvation, our greatest treasure, God has given us assets that we are to use to extend His Kingdom and to glorify His name.   When we examine all that God has entrusted to us, we can classify our assets using the ‘4 T’s of Stewardship.

Time.  God has determined the length of my days.  This short interval of time that I may live on earth is so small when compared to eternity, but it is highly important.  Time cannot be relived or saved (stored) and it gets used up at the same pace for all of us.  Time is most precious.

Talents.  Even though we are all created in God’s image we are not the same.  We reflect different aspects of God and He has gifted me with my skills, aptitudes and abilities.  Some of us are very artistic or musical, others more technical or mathematical or physically skilled.  We have different subsets of skills and abilities and we find our greatest contentment when we are developing and using the abilities that God has given us.

Trees.  By trees we mean the creation – our earth.  Not only what we call our own, our homes, our farms or businesses, our cottage, but also what we are responsible for as Canadian citizens – our country.  It’s a huge chunk of the created world for which we are responsible!

Treasures.   God gave us the ability to use our time, our skills and the resources of this world to create goods – our possessions that we treasure.  Mankind invented money to facilitate trade of time, talents and trees and treasures.  But the ability to work and earn is more important than money. It is God who allows us to labour, mine the ground, cut down the trees and use these resources to make things.  It is God who sends the rain and sunshine so that the crops we plant the crops may feed us and provide an income. 

It takes people (our time and talents) and resources (trees and treasures) for kingdom ministry to happen.  God entrusts us and is willing to provide even more – we just need to be good stewards with His focus in mind.

Stewardly Tip: God Cares

Don’t you find it frustrating to do stewardly things: reduce, reuse, recycle, turn of the lights when they’re not needed, lower the thermostat in winter or raise it in summer, minimize engine idling, walk more, use transit more, not wasting my time, etc. yet there are so many that just don’t seem to care.  Just know that God cares – do it for Him!

Readers: We want to share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can do our part to make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Please write or email or visit the CC website.  Please leave your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or, if we need to, we can ask you for more details.
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