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Reflections on Stewardship

Gifted by God - My Time 

[image: image1.wmf]In the third chapter of the book of Ecclesiastes we read: “There is a time for everything … a time to be born a time to die,” (Eccl. 3: 1a, 2a).  How do I know how much time I get?  Who determines it?  We know the answer – God does.  But it’s easy to forget or ignore.  What’s more important is that we forget that God has a purpose in mind.  While we’re alive it means we have time to serve and make a difference for his Kingdom in all that we do.  After Christ it’s the only work that matters.

Consider who you are - your various roles:

· Brother or sister
· A parent or grandparent

· A son or daughter
· A friend or protagonist

· A child, teen, adult or senior
· A classmate or colleague

· A caregiver or care taker
· A believer or unbeliever

· A student, worker, unemployed or retired
· A leader or follower or both

You can add to the list, but notice that you touch the lives of people of many people each day.  It’s an investment of yourself, of the time that God gives you each day.

In managing your time, it is important to have a long-term perspective.  There’s nothing longer than eternity and we know that the Bible teaches that what’s done for Christ and His Kingdom will last.  But it’s often hard for us to stop to take a moment to reflect on: ‘Where am I going’ and ‘How am I making a difference in terms of God’s Kingdom?’  We are so busy with living!

Stephen Covey, in his book, “The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People” says that we need to take time out to ‘sharpen-the-saw’.  He shared this story [quoted from his book, pg. 287]:

Suppose you were to come upon someone in the woods working feverishly to saw down a tree.  “What are you doing?” you ask.  “Can’t you see” comes the impatient reply.  “I’m sawing down this tree.”  “You look exhausted!” you exclaim.  “How long have you been at it?”  “Over five hours,” he returns, “and I’m beat!  This is hard work.”  “Well, why don’t you take a break for a few minutes and sharpen that saw?” you inquire.  “I’m sure it would go a lot faster.”  “I don’t have time to sharpen the saw,” the man says emphatically.  “I’m too busy sawing!”

We would do well to examine ourselves and reflect on how effective we are in using our time and what a difference we are making in terms of God’s kingdom.  It’s the stewardly thing to do!

Stewardly Tip: Do the ‘I don’t want to do it jobs first’

“Nothing is so fatiguing as the eternal hanging on of an uncompleted task” [William James].  Ever notice that the thing you don’t feel like doing or dread to do gets put off again and again (procrastinated).  Just think of the time you waste just thinking about it and being ‘hung up about it’.  Do something about it now!  Get it done or least get it started!  It’s the only way to get it out of your mind and stop the fretting about it.  It will help make the rest of your day better!

Readers: We want to share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can do our part to make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Please write or email or visit the CC website.  Please leave your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or, if we need to, we can ask you for more details.

Next issue: Gifted by God: My Talents
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