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Reflections on Stewardship

Gifted by God - My Talents
[image: image1.wmf]Ever wish you were gifted with the skills and abilities so evident in others?  Even though we’re all created in God’s image (Gen. 1:27) we have differing sets of talents (skills, abilities, aptitudes).  Some of us may feel like the one talented servant in the parable of the talents (Matt. 25:14-30): God didn’t give me much to work with – so what’s the use?  But God doesn’t measure by another’s standard, rather He expects each one of us to use the abilities that God has given – to make a difference in His kingdom (Luke 12:48b).

The apostle Paul in his first letter to the Corinthians (chapter 12), painted a picture of the church like a body.   The point, I believe Paul is making, is that all the various parts of the body are important and so everyone in the church is important even though some may seem to be more important then others i.e., the Pastor, the elders.  It’s not the importance that matters, rather what matters is that all the parts are doing their best.  

In the parable of the talents, the master in the parable entrusts his servants with differing amounts of money before he goes on a long journey.  When he comes back, the master asks for an account from each of the servants to determine how they managed these resources and he rewarded faithfulness.  Just like the master in the parable, God expects us to use all our abilities to their best and He wants to reward our faithfulness in life.

We can take comfort that God’s expectation is in step with our ability and that faithfulness is rewarded.  We are not to be jealous or disheartened when someone has more gifts than we do.  God is not unfair, so let us be content and strive to use all that God has given us to the best of our ability.  The secret to contentment is working within and developing the specific ‘gift set’ that God has entrusted to each of us.

Being content with what God has entrusted to us is the key to thanksgiving.  This Thanksgiving Day – don’t forget to thank God for all the ‘talents’ He has entrusted to you!

Stewardly Tip: Discover Your Gifts

Get tested.  Awareness is the first step in developing all of our God given skills (physical and spiritual), abilities and aptitudes.  We do well to discover our gifts by using personal survey instruments that help us understand ourselves better.  Once you know, consider what and how you will develop what God has given you – set some goals and draft a plan.

Readers: We want to share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can do our part to make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Please write or email or visit the CC website.  Please leave your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or, if we need to, we can ask you for more details.

Next issue: Gifted by God: My Trees
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