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Reflections on Stewardship

Gifted by God - My Trees
[image: image1.wmf]The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.  
Gen. 2:15
Our stewardship of the earth has two aspects to it: using and caring.  God entrusted his new creation to mankind ‘to work [use] it and take care of it.’

When you read the September 2004 issue of National Geographic on global warming or the June issue with articles on our energy appetite or read a host of other books and periodicals, you can really get depressed.  As custodians of God’s garden called earth, we have to recognize that we’re big on ‘use’ to the point of ‘abuse’.  Our ‘caring’ record isn’t any better, as scientists tell us that more species are disappearing, deserts are growing, ice caps and glaciers are receding, the climate is becoming more violent and we can’t even agree on a protocol to reduce CO2 emissions.  Read the literature, search the web – yet many  of us are still in denial and rather not think about it – until it hurts us economically.

That’s the global picture.  Closer to home, our energy consumption continues to grow in step with the power and size of our vehicles and homes.  Commuting distances have also increased as well as the number of commuters that overwhelm our road system.  More of our goods are consumables: replaced and wasted rather than repairable and more durable.  

Is conservation and durability not a factor anymore?  Maybe we think it’s okay because we are at least re-cycling and composting more.  But is it enough?  There is still a growing problem of waste – so much that we simply throw away!

As Christians, let’s not argue these points or get involved in the blame-game.  I recall being involved in a testy argument with others as ‘the Christian missionary enterprise’ was being blamed for the deforestation and desertification of Africa.  But instead of arguing or excusing ourselves or bemoaning the sad state affairs of our environmental stewardship, let’s be on the forefront of solutions.   Steven Bouma-Prediger, in his book “for the beauty of the earth … a christian vision for creation care” makes the case that “To care for the earth is integral to our Christian faith (p. 14).”  Simply put: back to Genesis 2:15. 

So what can you and I do about it?  Maybe we’re just a small minority – but we can model a better way.  Let’s:

· Be prudent consumers: reduce consumption, make more durable and longer lasting choices, repair if possible instead of wasting and replacing, live closer to work (close enough to walk or bike or take transit), and consider the environmental impact of purchase decisions (even if the $ cost is more).   Reduce…Re-use…Recycle!

· Consider lifestyle choices.  Sure you can afford to buy the ‘biggie size’ car, house, cottage, motorhome, SUV etc. – but is it stewardly in the light of environmental impact (not even reflecting on the injustice and poverty issues)?  There’s tremendous freedom in living simply.

· Share:  Let others be blest by your home/farm, business, or cottage.  Car pool and use transit where possible.  One does not need to own it to enjoy it.  See the smiles on someone else’s face as you share your bounty.

· Enjoy the best things: God’s beautiful creation.  Turn off the electronic entertainment and the ‘spin doctors’ and just enjoy God’s handiwork.  Breathe it, walk it, touch it, smell it and watch it in the minutest or grandest detail.  The exercise alone will do you good!

· Be vocal: Write.  Lobby. Vote.  Let our governments know that we are all accountable for the choices we make concerning our environment.  Participate in local movements that are also trying to urge better resource use and protection for the environment.

Stewardly Tip: Block heaters

Winter’s coming.  Time to plug in the block heaters especially for diesel powered equipment.  Save energy by using timers to turn them on only an hour or two before you need them.  Or for 24 hour standby equipment (generators) consider rigging up a thermostatically controlled outlet so that the heaters only turn on when the temperature drops below a certain set point (if interested, ask us for details). 

Readers: We want to share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can do our part to make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Please write or email or visit the CC website.  Please leave your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or, if we need to, we can ask you for more details.

Next issue: Gifted by God: My Treasures
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