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“A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” …Jesus answered.  “…You know the commandments…”.  “All these I have kept since I was a boy,” he said.  When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing, Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.  Then come, follow me.”  Luke 18: 18-22.

God has entrusted to me lots of stuff.  Nice stuff, useful stuff, entertaining stuff, convenience stuff, useless stuff, and lots of junk – our homes and garages are full of stuff!  We like stuff and if the building boom in big box stores and malls goes – we like to buy even more stuff!

As we accumulate, we also have a tendency to place our security on our stuff.  The more I have the more secure I feel or the more there is to fuss and worry over.  We trade simple dependence on the creator and replace it with a dependence on the created: my assets, my investments, my estate, etc.!   Which gets us to the heart of the scripture above.  That rich young ruler, like many of us, had put his hope and his security on his wealth – and he couldn’t give it up for an opportunity to be a disciple of Jesus.  But before we get too critical of him, just think how Jesus and his disciples must of looked to this ‘certain ruler’ - a man who was in a position of authority and respect.  Jesus and his followers – did they look like a bunch of ‘do nothings?’

As we reflect on our attitude towards our stewardship of our treasures, I pose this question:

Is your wealth a ‘stumbling block’ - holding your back from being available for God’s kingdom?   Are you hanging unto your wealth too tightly, too close to your chest?   Do you tend to guard it, protect it and keep it secure so that it’s not easily available for Kingdom purposes – a picture not unlike the ‘one talented servant’ in Jesus’ parable of the talents?

The flip side is that our wealth can be an effective tool that multiplies what we can do for Kingdom purposes – if we willingly share and make it available. 

Over the eleven years I served in India and Bangladesh for CRWRC, it was not unusual for our work to run into constraints that limited our ministry.  Sometimes, it was people constraints – we needed more competent Christian nationals to staff our projects so that we could meet our goals.  Other times, especially as the program work matured, it was resource constraints: money (budget) and equipment that limited us to follow-up new opportunities for ministry.  It takes people and resources for ministry to happen. 

But it’s not just in overseas missions that this happens.  It happens in my own church.  A group of people has a vision and passion for a growing youth ministry.  They meet and develop a plan that includes staff and key events to interest the youth.  But the flicker of vision is soon snuffed out when the finance people say there’s no budget for it.

Our wealth is an important tool!  I believe that’s why God entrusted to us in the first place.  He chooses to bring about Kingdom ministry through you and me and the resources that He has entrusted to us.  I also believe that God is ready to give us more wealth, but there is accountability and maybe at times, tremendous disappointment for God.

The Bible challenges us to have more so that we can do more for God and His Kingdom (check out Malachi 3:10).  But that’s also where the rub is!  When we are blest with more, somehow God loses out!  Yes, evidence in our churches indicates that as we get more, more does seem to go to Kingdom ministry – but it doesn’t stay in step with how we’ve been blest.  Somehow, whether unknowingly or not, we seem to be able to ‘skim’ off more for ourselves and become more numb to the urgency of getting out message about the ‘Greatest Treasure’ (CC, Aug. 27).  That’s where God’s disappointment sets in!

Ask yourself, is there something in your life that you treasure too much – that has shackled you and hinders you from being available for Kingdom work: serving as an elder or deacon, a Sunday School teacher, a GEMs or Cadet Counselor or Alpha group leader – just to name a few.  Sometimes our possessions possess us and take up inordinate amounts of our time for their upkeep.  You may need to give away some, even all of your earthly treasures so that you might in return receive heavenly treasure.

Stewardly Tip: RRSP

You can have a RRSP and invest it in ministry.  For example, our Christian University Colleges and Christian Education Foundations often need capital to expand and grow their institutions.  Your investment does more than provide financial growth and stability for your retirement, it also supports the development of future Christian leaders through Christian education.  

Readers: We want to share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can do our part to make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Please write or email or visit the CC website.  Please leave your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or, if we need to, we can ask you for more details.

Next issue: Year-end Gifts to Charity
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