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Connecting with God: Giving My Heart
“In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the Lord.  But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock.  The Lord looked with favor on Abel and his offering,”  Gen. 4: 3, 4.

My wife and I used to keep sheep on our farm.  The scriptures are full of ‘sheep’ metaphors and illustrations and we had the privilege of ‘experiencing’ some of them in real life.  When I think of what Abel did, select from his best to give to the Lord, my business sense says – Abel you’ve made a mistake.  It would have been better for you to keep the best ones to breed and develop your flock.  In that way you’ll be better able to provide for your family but also for future ‘giving’.  But that’s not what Abel did! 

His offering is contrasted with that of his brother, who took the initiative.  Cain thought it would be a good idea to bring an offering.  But, it seems to me, Cain was pretty casual about it.  Maybe something like this: I should bring an offering to the Lord (maybe it was a practice that Adam and Eve started after being kicked out of the garden).  Oh, here is something I can offer – here Lord, here’s your offering.  As I reflect on his intentions, it sounds so much like the ‘one-talented’ servant in the parable of the Talents – here, Master, here is what belongs to you!  But contrast that to Abel.  He does a dumb thing from a business perspective – and offers one of his best lambs and then offers what was considered to be the most valuable part.  As someone once said to me, what difference does it make – when burnt on the altar the ‘prized’ lamb and the ‘runt’ of the flock will burn and smoke the same!  Abel followed his heart – a heart that yearned to be more closely connected with God.  Cain, it seems to me, was practical: I got to do this, since I need God’s blessing of rain for my crops etc.  

Consider, in your stewardship (use and care of all God’s gifts to you) and in your giving (what you set aside specifically for Kingdom purposes) – is your stewardship and giving a ‘heart-felt’ thing?  Is your giving like Cain’s or Abel’s?

God is looking for our heart.  He really doesn’t need you or I to supply Him through our giving (see Ps. 50).  God is looking for the giver’s heart – a heart that wants to connect with Him.  Faithful stewardship and giving pleases God when it comes from the heart.

God saw through the offerings that Cain and Abel brought, but He only accepted Abel’s.  It led to jealousy and death.  God too gave, out of poverty – for He had only one son to give.  God’s heart was in His giving!

Stewardly Tip: Leverage your Giving (income taxpayers only)

Giving should be from the heart – not because of the tax advantage.  When you give, however, you can make your giving do more by making sure that your giving to your church or other charitable organization is recorded.   Even toonies add up if you give more than $200 per year.  In Ontario, the federal tax credit for donations is 29% and the Ontario tax credit is 17.41% - which adds up to a combined credit of 46.41%.  A tooney given every Sunday means 52 toonies in a year.  If you had your toonies recorded and you faithfully gave back the money you save on your tax return, you would be able to add another 24 toonies to your giving the next year!   
Readers: We want to share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can do our part to make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Please write or email or visit the CC website.  Please leave your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or, if we need to, we can ask you for more details.

Next issue: Year-end Gifts to Charity

THE HEART OF THE MATTER IS WHERE IS OUR
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