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Year-end Gifts to Charity

“This service [giving] that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.” 2Cor. 9:12
One of the privileges of being a wise steward of our time, talents, trees and treasures – is that it enables us to have more that we can give away.  Giving, as Paul expresses it above is a privilege that meets the needs of others and it overflows in gratitude to God for His abundance.

Yet, when it comes to giving, we often get into a neglectful pattern.  We procrastinate or delay our giving until it becomes a year-end ‘crunch time’ activity.  I’ve asked, Greta Luimes, my colleague and the CSS representative for Ontario East and the Maritimes to provide some tips that we all might consider that will help us with our year-end giving and finding a better way to be wise stewards in giving.  Greta writes:

It might be the holiday spirit, the deficit budget at church or just thoughts about next spring’s income tax bill that cause many people to begin feeling charitable as the end of the year approaches.  If you want to add to your donations for 2004, start planning now and at the same time, put in place a process for next year that will eliminate this struggle each year end.

Here are some tips to assist with your year-end giving decisions:

· Look at your stock portfolio to determine if now is the time to gift an appreciated stock.  Remember that in doing so, you will enjoy significant savings on your capital gains and you’ll receive a donation receipt for the value of the stock the day to give it to charity.

· Review your life insurance policies to see if there are any you no longer require that could be given over to charity.  You would receive a receipt for any cash value included in the policy.

· Determine your actual income over the year 2004 and give away what you feel the Lord is asking you to give.  Perhaps you’ve worked more overtime than you thought, or your harvest has brought in more proceeds than calculated, or maybe you were given a promotion.  Did your additional unexpected income change your giving pattern over the year or is it time to catch up?

· Take some time to pray and reflect on where the gifts will go.  Kingdom work has many facets and there are so many opportunities for support.  What’s closest to your heart?

If, as Christians, we truly subscribe to the biblical teaching of always giving our FIRSTFRUITS to the Lord, then we shouldn’t find ourselves in this year-end giving dilemma, should we?  Why not set aside a percentage of your income all year long into a separate Giving Account?  It would then be available to those ministries and charities that are close to your heart when they need it most.  You could write a generous cheque to the student who asks to be supported in a summer ministry program.  Your family could help the one that is struggling to make ends meet.  A special offering for disaster relief could benefit from the funds that have accumulated in your Giving Account.  

Bring your regular, pre-determined monthly gifts to your church and other causes but set aside the whole tithe at every pay cheque for the work of all the ministries you feel called to support.  The amount (percentage) of the tithe is between you and the Lord, and you may feel challenged to increase that to a greater percentage year after year.  Your year end giving issue may then not be ‘where will we find the money to help with the church deficit?’ but rather, ‘what ministries will receive the additional funds we have set aside?’ A nice problem to have!

Thank you Greta for these tips.  May God bless us all in this ‘service’ of giving!

Stewardly Tip: Pre-Authorized Remittances (PAR)– Automatic Withdrawals

We do it for the utility bills and mortgages – why not do it for church ministry?  Most denominations now offer this service for anyone who would like the convenience - but it will not feel like giving.  It’s not the same as participating in the offering at church.  Use PAR for planned giving (i.e. how much you are going to set aside for your church’s ministries in 2005) but not for free will giving (offerings for specific causes).  For the latter, use your envelope or purchase vouchers (some churches) so that you can still take advantage of donation receipts.

Readers: We want to share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can do our part to make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Please write or email or visit the CC website.  Please leave your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or, if we need to, we can ask you for more details.
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