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The Greatest Gift

“4 Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus and, after digging through it, lowered the mat the paralyzed man was lying on.  5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven.” [Mark 2: 4,5]

Imagine yourself as one of the four people on the roof looking down on your friend on the mat – squashed in among the people below and in front of Jesus.  You want so much for your friend to be able to walk again – that’s why you put your hope in this great healer, Jesus.

What’s this that you hear.  “Son, your sins are forgiven.”  Wouldn’t you have been disappointed if that would have been the end of the story?

Yet, the first gift that Jesus offers is by far the greatest gift.  The four people and their friend were hoping that Jesus would restore the paralyzed man’s body so that he could ‘live’ again – be able to walk, carry things, do things, take care of himself and others: life on earthly terms as many of us know it.  Instead, Jesus offers him and us something much grander and eternally more significant.  Jesus offered him and us LIFE – life as God intended it to be back in the Garden of Eden.  Recall, that there was a second tree, a tree of Life in the garden that Adam and Eve were banished from eating after they ate of the tree that they were warned not to eat from (Genesis 3: 22,23).   That second tree, the fruit of which, had the ability to give us eternal life.  

Jesus has become that tree of LIFE.

Knowing that our sins are forgiven is the key to having life today and having it eternally.  It is the first priority and the most important treasure.   As we celebrate Christmas, we see God the Father giving us His only son, so that we might have life today.  

The four people and their friend were not disappointed – even if they didn’t understand fully what Jesus came to do.  Still it is discouraging to suffer or for us to see others suffer in this life.  It disappoints us when God chooses not to heal us physically.  But yet, we need to revel in God’s grace by His gift of the greatest treasure: the sentence of death is paid for and now we may eat of the ‘tree of life’.

What’s this got to do with Stewardship?  Everything!  As disciples of Jesus, we have been entrusted with the stewardship of the world’s greatest gift.  Jesus personally trained the first disciples to go out and proclaim the good news – this treasure.  We are the modern day equivalents.  Let’s manage all our resources wisely: people and material to get the word out – so that many more may come to know Jesus saying to them:  “Son [daughter], your sins are forgiven.”
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Stewardly Tip: Fun in Re-using (school-aged children/parents)

Take a used light bulb, some colourful acrylic paints, an ornament hook, and some hot melt glue.  Add some time and fun and you’ll get memories, special decorations and lots of individual creativity.  

Result: what was once valueless has become a keepsake. (Contribution from a CC reader)

Readers: We want to share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can do our part to make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Please write or email or visit the CC website.  Please leave your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or, if we need to, we can ask you for more details.
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