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A Child Called Charity

“But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this?  Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand.”


(David, 1Chron. 29:14)

Near the end of his life, David instructs his son Solomon in the presence of all his leaders and officers in giving.  He has just committed tons of gold, silver and precious stones to the campaign for building the temple.  His example stimulates his leaders also to willingly give.  His life and his giving are a testimony of his devotion to God, and he considers it a privilege to donate to building a temple that honours his God.  Consider how your life’s end giving is a testimony of your living.  I’ve asked Harry Boessenkool our Regional Representative for BC to introduce a giving tool that may help you leave a ‘testimony’.   Harry writes the following: 

In the process of considering Estate Planning strategies, Christian Stewardship Services (CSS) has developed the concept ‘A Child Called Charity’.  In simple terms, this means that when it comes time to divide your estate, what is left over after taxes, funeral expenses etc., is divided by the number of children you have - plus one.  If you have one child, fifty percent of your estate would go to charity and the other half to your child.  If you have nine children, ten percent would go to charity and the other 90% would be divided among your children. 

The word ‘charity’, according to the Bible concordance I use, is derived from the word ‘love’ and probably says it all.  Throughout our lives we teach our children to keep a place in their heart for the Lord, to remember Him in our daily studies, work and leisure.  How appropriate then, that in our last will and testament to reserve a place for ‘A Child Called Charity’.  Even if we do not have children, we can include ‘A Child Called Charity’ in our wills. 

Some things to consider when you include ‘A Child Called Charity’ in your Will: 

1. Are your own adult children economically self-sufficient? 

2. Have you assisted your children in obtaining higher education? 

3. Have you assisted your children in purchasing their own home or a business? 

If the answer to any of these questions are yes, the ‘A Child Called Charity’ concept would work very well.   It is a fair, biblically justified way of dealing with an estate.  For younger couples who are doing their first will, these questions do not (yet) have an answer and the concept of ‘A Child Called Charity’ may not be appropriate. 

CSS recommends the use of the concept ‘A Child Called Charity’ and can also serve an important role in acting as the distributor of your apportioned gift.  To do so, CSS is named as the charity in your will.  We assist the donor in writing a Letter of Direction indicating which charities are to be supported once we receive the gift, whether sooner or later. The letter does not mention amounts, but only percentages that are to go to each organization.  This Letter of Direction can be changed at any time without having to change the will.  It also facilitates obtaining probate of the will as there is only one charity that needs to be contacted and provided with a copy of the will.

If you think this concept applies to your own situation, we suggest you contact one of the CSS representatives in your area for a free initial consultation. 

Stewardly Tip: Energy Efficient Ovens
Self-cleaning ovens are much more energy efficient then regular ovens.  The additional insulation and better door sealing that makes it possible for the oven to incinerate spills makes for a quicker rise to set temperature and a cooler kitchen in normal baking mode. You save even more energy, of course, if you don’t use the self-cleaning feature very often.

Readers: We want to share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can do our part to make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Please write or email or visit the CC website.  Please leave your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or, if we need to, we can ask you for more details.
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