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Self-driven Stewardship or…

Ebenezer Scrooge is the main character in Charles Dickens’ 1843 novel, A Christmas Carol.   I’m certain most of you know who I am referring to.  Consider: Was Scrooge a ‘good’ steward?   Certainly he was known as frugal.  He was extremely careful not to spend even a penny frivolously.   Maybe at best he was a “tight” steward or a very frugal steward, but to say that he was a ‘good’ steward implies a lot more than being careful.  I would not say that he was a ‘good’ steward.  

A rich young ruler came up to Jesus one day and asked the question, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”  [Luke 18:18]   Jesus basically told him to obey the 10 commandments.  Then the ruler replied: “All these I have kept since I was a boy.” [Luke 18:21].  Then Jesus replied, “You still lack one thing.  Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.  Then come, follow me.”  [Luke 18:22]  He couldn’t do it and I don’t think many of us could today.  

Jesus’ invitation was maybe too liberating.  There is something really liberating that we miss out on when we cling too much to what we have.  Consider our intentions behind our stewardship.  Is it not true that my stewardship and yours is often driven by our own purposes first?  To really lay our assets before the Lord: our skills, abilities, intellect, our time, our homes, our businesses, our possessions and our money – as Jesus challenged this rich young ruler to do – to really lay it out for the Lord’s purposes first – means that we have to give up our precious control.  We can be so protective and we do so because we want to be responsible, but sometimes we can be too protective, just like Scrooge.  He was so protective of his wealth that he did not do anyone any ‘good’ and especially not for himself!

So often I find that Scripture turns things around and upside down.   For example: “When I am weak then I am strong” or “the last shall be first”.  Scripture teaches us that when we relinquish control and invest in God’s kingdom first – then all the rest will be added.   When it comes to the stewardship of our stuff (all our assets) we need to be like Solomon and ask for wisdom.   The more you have to “steward”, the more wisdom you need.  The more God entrusts to you, the more God is challenging you and the more wisdom and discernment you’ll need to avoid being taken over by the wealth and power it brings.

A steward is not an owner, but we often act like we are.  It helps to really think about what a steward must do.  A steward acts on the owner’s behalf and must always keep the owner’s best interests in mind.  God has a plan for the assets that you have – but not to ‘scrooge’ them – hoard them – but to benefit and to multiply His Kingdom.  

So there is no such thing as‘ self driven stewardship’ – it is a contradiction of terms.  As Christian stewards our goal must be to replace ‘self’ with ‘spirit’ so that we are driven by a desire to serve God’s purposes – the owner of all that we are and have.  May God inspire your stewardship as we start a new Church and school year!  May He enable you to be a blessing – so that others are blessed!

Stewardly Tip: Crack open a Stewardship book.   Grow in ‘spirit-driven stewardship’ by reading books like:

 “The Treasure Principle” by Randy Alcorn, 

 “AFIRE with GOD” by Betsy Schwarzentraub 

“FirstFruits” by Robert Heerspink 

“Creating Congregations of Generous People” by Michael Durall.  

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestions (by mail to Christian Courier or by email to my address below) and provide your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask you for more details. 
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