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Sustainability: a Rising Star?

Rising energy prices are sure having an impact on our lives.  It costs so much more to fuel the car and heat our homes lately.  They also impact the prices of our groceries.  The worst part is that the most vulnerable are hurt the most.  Many people in developing countries are struggling to meet the increasingly high cost of food.

Not all the changes are bad, however.  Not to minimize the terrible impact on those who struggle to meet the rising costs, but rather to recognize that the rising costs are a ‘wake up’ call pressuring us towards more sustainable ways of living.  

For too long we have been guzzling energy and pumping CO2 into the atmosphere at ever-increasing rates.  Our rate of consumption has begun to outstrip the rate we can pump oil out of the ground.  It is obvious that we are no longer able to sustain these rates.  The wells are beginning to dry up!

It reminds me of the parable of the prodigal son – Luke 15: 11-32.  I am certain that readers of this column know the story well.  The younger of two brothers demands from his Father his inheritance, and - surprise, surprise – the Father gives him half of his wealth.  It seemed like an endless ‘well’ of money – but eventually the “well’ ran dry.

In many ways our lifestyle, which is so dependent on fossil fuel energy, is also unsustainable.  Our energy-extravagant ways are catching up with us, and we need to act more responsibly.  Surprise, surprise – God the creator, the giver of all things has given us a free hand, but increasingly our management is being called to account!

Just six weeks ago, Edith and I had the privilege to tour the ‘Wild Horse Wind-farm’ operated by the Puget Sound Electric Development in the State of Wyoming.  It was amazing to step inside one of the many giant windmills we saw and to hear the strong swoosh, swoosh noise the gigantic wings made as the leading tips spun over 150 mph above us.  I welcome this development as well as other more sustainable technologies that are being developed and commissioned every day.  A large 14 acre solar farm is being commissioned not too far from our place in Cambridge.   I’m also grateful to see the automobile and truck manufacturers finally offering more efficient alternatives and developing many more.  

It’s too bad that it didn’t happen until it hurt us in the wallet!  

I am grateful that more and more people are finally making more stewardly choices.   I’m also grateful that more of us are thinking about sustainability and asking questions about the long term.  There is a precedent for this in our forest industry.  For years now logging firms have been planting new saplings to replace the trees that they have harvested.  It may be that developing a similar approach to meet our appetite for energy is a long way away, but it must begin by having the goal in mind.  For far too long the only sustainability criteria for many of us has been whether or not we can afford it.  We can clearly see a change today -evidenced by the declining sales of inefficient gas guzzling vehicles.

It’s about choices.  Please make the change now rather than waiting until your purse is running dry.  As more sustainable alternatives become available – choose them and if they are not available yet, be a leader in conservation and re-cycling.  Wise, sustainable stewardship demands it!

Stewardly Tip: Towards more sustainability: facilitate a discussion in your home and challenge everyone to develop and implement more sustainable ways of meeting your energy needs.  It’s not just about conservation or getting more physically active (less driving) but it’s also about making choices and welcoming new alternatives (wind/solar/solariums).

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestions (by mail to Christian Courier or by email to my address below) and provide your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask you for more details. 
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