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Re-committing and Recording

When Jesus was walking through Israel with his disciples – there were many who flocked to see him – many who were eager to see and hear this ‘rabbi’.  If you and I were around at that time, I’m sure we would be in the crowd of onlookers and those seeking miracle healing.

Listening and learning from others – that is how we grow.  Yet, having the time, the ability, health, aptitude and the resources to hear and to understand someone teaching is a privilege.  In the case of the onlookers during Jesus’ earthly walk, his teaching was especially well received because Jesus was known to speak with authority, a cutting clarity and without compromise or fear about what the authorities might say.   However, even Jesus’ words are little more than entertainment if the teaching does not lead to changes in everyday living.  It is in the application of the teaching where ‘the-rubber-hits-the road’ for the message.  It is where words are engaged in life changing ways.  Similarly, a personal exercise of reviewing and reflecting on past experiences is nice but of little value if we doesn’t lead to change.   An effective time-out for a review and reflection can lead to a refreshed sense of perspective and commitment for service. 

One day as Jesus entered Jericho Zacchaeus (like almost everyone else) heard he was coming.  Zacchaeus decided that he must see Jesus.  However, Zacchaeus was very short and also very unpopular – even hated, he was labeled a ‘sinner’ or traitor.  He could not hope that anyone would allow him room near the edge of the road, so he ran ahead and climbed into a tree and waited for Jesus to pass by.  Did Zacchaeus have something in mind?  Was there something he was hoping for?  Jesus must have known because when he drew near, he called to Zaachaeus and simply told him that he had to dine at his house today.  Jesus knew what lingered in Zaachaeus’ heart.  In return, a stunned Zacchaeus made a bold and very public commitment then and there.  First of all, he declared that he would give half of all his possessions to the poor, and then secondly he announced that he would repay anyone who claimed that Zaachaeus had cheated him – four times the amount!  Then Jesus said to him: “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham.” [Luke 19: 9]  Zacchaeus had his life given back to him and frankly there is no greater gift than to have a ‘real’ life in Jesus!

Zaachaeus made a very public commitment to serve.  Jesus forgave him and blessed him.  Luke recorded this incident for us in the Bible, so we too may learn from the testimony of this man who lived so long ago.

Last issue, in this column, I asked you to review how you have engaged your time and talents in God’s great Kingdom enterprise and to reflect on God faithfulness to you.   Such a review and reflection sets the stage for considering how you plan and commit your time, talents and resources for impact in God’s great Kingdom enterprise.   And if you keep a journal or diary, recording what you re-commit to give of yourself for God’s Kingdom through this process of reviewing, reflecting and re-committing helps you to be have the discipline to carry out your commitments by holding yourself accountable.   Actually writing-it-down – ink on paper – makes your personal covenant with God so much more tangible.  Realizing your goals in re-commitment brings contentment and blessing!

Recording what I commit to in God’s Kingdom is not something I do naturally – in fact, I am sure Satan would rather not have me do it.   No, I’m sure he would prefer that I have no visible reminder – instead to forget and neglect and allow all the cares and enticements of this world snuff it out!   Recording helps me be accountable and disciplined and is a good thing for a steward to do.

Stewardly Tip: Enabling Firstfruits Giving - A reader shares:  "After graduating and starting work, my wife and I found giving our 'first-fruits' to the Lord very tough. Not only did the monthly 'regulars' add up to so much (mortgage, utilities, loan repayments), but living on a shoe-string budget for years built up a powerful temptation to "finally" spend more now. Before graduation, an older and wiser couple told us, 'Create a separate account for 10% of your gross income (before taxes) and have it transfer automatically - then disperse it as God leads you. You'll find it quite a blessing especially at the end of the year to 'get rid of' the accumulated funds!'  That is what we are doing and by the grace and provision of God, we've never looked back." 

.

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestions (by mail to Christian Courier or by email to my address below) and provide your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask you for more details. 

Next issue: Year-end Wrap-up 

