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God’s Gift

“The people walking darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned…For unto us a child a is born, to us a son is given,” [Isaiah 9:2, 6a]

A bright light in a dark world – what a gift!  At Christmas time when the nights are longer we love to decorate with lights.  To me it seems to be so appropriate (if not sometimes extravagant) to do so.  Jesus, the light-of-the-world, has come and is coming again in dazzling light as the scriptures so clearly tell us.  Jesus came as the child prophesied by the prophet Isaiah so many years before he came.   Jesus is the child the prophet is referring to – the Son of God given as God’s gift to mankind -a gift of restoration to God’s presence. By receiving this gift there is eternal significance and consequence – a gift of life now and forever.

God gave his one and only son.  No one can out give God!  Through the gift of Jesus, God expresses His great love for us: “No one has greater love than this that a man lay down his life for his friends.” [John 15:13]  It is this great giving God whom we serve and whom we love.  So, let us turn on the lights to reflect our happiness as we celebrate this Christmas.

God’s gift keeps on giving.  It is the hope our faith is founded upon.  Without the gift of Jesus  our life would be black – in darkness.  We would be lost into a black abyss – never to return.  It is this ‘bright’ gift that we can give to others – even when others might not be willing to accept.  As believers we offer real and eternal hope – the offer of full forgiveness for sin.  We offer the words of life – the Good News of salvation, once and for all, through Jesus Christ – God’s son.  And just as light shines and spreads over darkness conquering it, so we too become a beacon of hope to a humanity that is fogged-in in darkness.  We bear light in a dark world – that is our gift to those around us.  Even in the smallest ways, we give this world some light – many times unknowingly.  We grow in our light witness by growing in our faithfulness to the Holy Spirit’s leading.

Just as light can be focused, intensified, reflected and refracted – so we can be a blessing to others as ‘light-bearers’ of Jesus gift of love.  We can be focused and intense in the life of an individual, we can model or reflect Jesus’ love to many in how we use our time and talents, and we can shape or refract the love of Jesus in loving discipline and care for those whose lives we influence (children, grandchildren, colleagues, siblings, etc.).  We can encourage the lives of those we touch with our words and actions of love – expressing God’s care and love for all those around us.

God has given Jesus – this child that was foretold so long ago.  Jesus came as a child, served and completed His mission to save us.  Now we have life now and always.  We are enabled to be givers of that same hope – the same light of life that Jesus gave.  May God bless you as stewards of this light!!

Stewardly Tip: Person to Person – Giving gifts is a wonderful practice as it reflects how God has given.  Matt. 25: 45 records: ”...I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”  This Christmas consider a special gift for someone who really needs it.  It’s easy to give to a family member or friends – but what about the ‘least’- those who have no friends?  

.

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestions (by mail to Christian Courier or by email to my address below) and provide your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask you for more details. 

Next issue: Year-end “Wrap-up”

