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The Importance of Wills (Part One)

I’ve asked my colleague, Greta Luimes, our CSS representative for Ontario East and the Maritimes to write this two part series on Wills.  I think you’ll appreciate why.   Rick DeGraaf

Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might, for in the grave, where you are going, there is neither working nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom. [Ecclesiastes 9: 10,11]

We don’t often look to the scriptures for advice on tangible topics like Financial Planning or Estate Planning.  However, the words of Ecclesiastes speak very clearly on the issue of planning, don’t they?  All our planning must be done while we live because once we’re in the grave, it can no longer be done.

This applies perfectly to the plans that will be carried out on our behalf once we are no longer here.  Our first priority is to be sure of what will happen to us at death – are we assured of our salvation and eternity in heaven?   But secondly, we must plan for what will happen to our earthly possessions, those blessings God has entrusted to our care.   Does it matter to you what will happen to your ‘things’, your money?   Do you care who will make the decisions related to that?  

God is pleased with good planning, and He actually wants us to carefully care for everything He’s given to us … because it’s all His to begin with.  Certainly that extends to the planning we must do for a time when we cannot speak for ourselves because we’ve gone on to a better place.  The scripture says in Proverbs 21:51 “Careful planning puts you ahead in the long run; hurry and scurry puts you further behind.”
It’s a fact that 50% of Canadians have not done any such planning, and it’s also true that many who have, did it so long ago that their planning is no longer relevant to their lives.  When is the last time you looked at your Will, if you have one?  Are you okay with the provincial courts making all the decisions about what will happen to your possessions once you’re gone?  That’s what happens if you don’t have a will.

We live in a country where careful Estate Planning can benefit not only our families, but also God’s ministries that are close to our hearts.  It’s therefore our duty to become informed of the opportunities and to make wise plans.

Stewardly Tip:  Here are some questions we should all ask ourselves if we are contemplating a new Will or reviewing an old one:

· Is the person I chose to be my executor still someone capable and trustworthy?  What about the person who would stand in for my first choice?

· Have I planned for adequate provision for minor children and their education, Christian or otherwise?

· Are the guardians chosen to care for my minor children people I would trust with their upbringing today?  Do they share the same values and beliefs?

· Is my faith reflected in the choices I’ve made about the distribution of my assets or have I simply followed the easiest path of dividing things equally between my children?

· Have I included the various ministries that I supported through my lifetime with special gifts at my death?

· Is there a careful balance between what will go to the government, what will go to my family and what will support charity?  Am I satisfied with this planning?

· Do I need help in getting my planning completed?  Christian Stewardship Services can assist.

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestion and your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask for more details.
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