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The Importance of Wills (Part Two)

This is the second of a two part series on Wills written by my colleague, Greta Luimes, the  CSS representative for Ontario East and the Maritimes:

“Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed.”  [Proverbs 15:22]

One of the most frequent questions for estate planners is “Do I need a lawyer to have my Will(s) done?”  Good question!

Most stationary stores today offer Estate Planning kits and Will preparation kits and similar helps.  Since only 50% of us have Wills in place today, there’s an attractive market for the providers of these documents.  Many of them are sold every day.

What happens when I bring one of these documents home?  With all good intentions, I read through the package and note all the blank spaces that need to be completed.  Examples are there to help me in my thinking and to ease the decision making required to bring this process to completion.  Some of these examples may apply to my personal situation, but some don’t.  I notice that, although I may have heard about opportunities to benefit charities or ministries at my death, there is no blank space to complete for that purpose.  

So, I set the documents aside for now.  When I have a bit more time, I pick up my pen and fill in the empty spaces as best I can.  But, is this template really a testimony to my life as I’ve lived it before the Lord?  Does this document clearly reflect my heart’s intentions to look after my family, to assist the ministries I’ve given so much to during my lifetime? Does it honour my commitment to being a good steward of what God’s given me, not only while I live but also at my death?  Will this document stand up in a court of law?

God has gifted us all uniquely and according to His purposes.  His Word encourages us to use advisors whom He has gifted to assist us in carrying out His purposes.  When we are ill, we call a doctor.  When we need our vehicle repaired, we drive it to the garage.  Is everyone a plumber, a mechanic, an electrician, a lawyer or a financial advisor?

My advice is - call a Christian financial advisor or a representative from Christian Stewardship Services (see our ad on this page) for a meeting to help you in your decision making.  You’ll learn about the many wonderful opportunities available to you that can benefit your family and the ministries that are special to you.  Then find a good lawyer to get your Will done.  Why not pick up the phone and set up an appointment today?  

Remember to “Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your plans will succeed.” [Proverbs 16:3]

Stewardly Tip:  Here are some considerations in choosing a lawyer to work with:

· Ask a friend for a referral to a good lawyer.

· Does this lawyer share your faith?

· Is Estate Planning and Will preparation this lawyer’s specialty?  If not, ask for a referral to someone who is a specialist in this area.

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestion and your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask for more details.
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