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Expanded Offerings
How much importance do you put on money?  For many, it often dominates our thinking.  Having enough money seems to be the ultimate goal and it doesn’t seem to make a difference how much we already have!

A good steward recognises that the ability to work and to earn money is more important than money itself.  Our time and our abilities, skills, aptitudes (talents) and earth’s resources (trees) are God given and precious – more precious than money. It is God who gives us the time, the ability and the resources that we work with so that we can earn.  But often, we go too far and we spend too much of ourselves (our time and talents) in the pursuit of more, or just trying to pay for our excessive spending.  It’s as if ‘money’ or for many today, winning the lottery jackpot, is the most important thing! 

The same ‘high pedestal’ for money seems also to be the case when it comes to that part of our worship, which we call ‘the offering’.  Whereas stewardship is about time, talents and trees as well as treasure (our money and possessions) the offering is usually only about money.  While it is true that money is a medium of exchange that represents our investment of time and talents in our work it is not the only thing that is needed for ministry!  For ministry in God’s kingdom to happen, it requires people (time and talents) and resources (money and the environment).

So why do we restrict the offering to just an opportunity to give money?  Why not expand it to include gifts of time and talents?  If we think about it, there are lots of things we can we offer to a person in need or a ministry.  We can offer a voluntary act of kindness – a gift of our time and talent!  How about offering a meal, or a warm cup of hospitality and fellowship right in our home?   A personal gift of our time or our home to meet a need that is evident in a neighbour is an opportunity to bless.   Isn’t that what loving our neighbour is all about?

"The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'” Matthew 25:40
Imagine one of your deacons – or your Pastor - going up front to announce the offering.  This time he or she says: 

“Congregation:  We invite everyone to participate in the offering this morning.  If you were able to earn something this week, we ask you to give something back to the Lord for the ministry of our church and/or another cause.  In addition, we also invite you to give a gift of your time, your talents or your home, business or farm.  You may have heard of random acts of kindness. Well instead of a random act, why not offer a deliberate act of kindness this week to someone else?  Please do this: consider and then write down what you are led to promise to do for someone else this week.  There’s an index card in the pew for that purpose.  Children, we invite you to participate as well.  We’ll wait a bit so that you can think about this, and write it down.  A few moments later we will begin to take up the offering of your money and your cards.  We’ll bring the offering forward and ask the Lord to bless all our gifts – including what we offered to do this week.  Later, your deacons will read the cards once more, and again pray for God’s blessing.  We are not asking you to put your name on the card unless you would like the deacons to pray specifically for you and what you intend to do.  The deacons will commit this to prayer.  Next week we’ll ask how you did.”

Can you imagine what would happen in our communities if we all gave in this way?  Is it not what the Apostle James teaches in James 2:14-26?

Our stewardship is about our time, talents, our assets as well as our money.  Shouldn’t we offer from all that God has entrusted to us?  

· Stewardly Tip: Another way to Re-cycle/Re-use: Sell or buy for nothing.  Visit www.freecycle.org and find your nearest town or city, register yourself, and then post anything that you own that you want to get rid off but are still useable.  Your ‘castaway’ may be useful for someone else.

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestion and your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask for more details.

Next issue: “Budgeting Rule 1: Spend Less Than You Earn”

