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Stewardship and Giving for Children 
“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it” 

Proverbs 22:6.
In a survey conducted at Calgary 1st CRC prior to their building campaign, people were asked how they learned to give.  Over 80% responded that they learned it from their parents, only 14% said from the church, the rest was from books, another church’s teaching, or from other individuals.  When it comes to giving, the role of parenting is critical.

The same goes for stewardship.  What parent does not want their child to become a wise steward of their time, their skills and abilities, and their use and care of the earth’s resources and their possessions?  When it comes to stewardship, children learn from the example of their parents.

Let’s consider for a moment, how do we learn?  We listen to teaching, or we read and study, or we watch and observe how someone else does it; and then it is a matter of trying it ourselves.  Just think about how you learned to ride a bicycle!

TMT: Teach, Model and Train

It may have started with someone teaching – explaining what the parts of the bicycle are for – how to grip the hand grips and place the feet on the pedals etc.  Through it all I may learn a lot but I still haven’t learning bicycling.  Next, the person teaching me got on the bicycle and demonstrated how she did it.  She modelled what I needed to learn.  The demonstration helped me overcome some anxiety and sure made a lot of things clearer to me - but even so I still haven’t learned bicycling.

It wasn’t until I got on the bicycle and tried it myself that I start to learn.   Sure, I fell but someone was there helping me, sometimes catching me, sometimes getting run over by me.  But I was on the seat, my feet were on the pedals, at least some of the time, and my hands were on the steering.  I was in training!

In training: Stewardship and Giving

As the bicycle learning experience so aptly illustrates, teaching is only a beginning step.  As parents, we need to agree on what our children need to learn when it comes to stewardship and giving and it’s important to get started when they are still very young.  We need to be deliberate about what we teach, how and what we model and we need to reflect on how we can set up training experiences for our children.  Children need to learn how to make choices so that they might learn and we need to make room for wrong choices.  Failure sometimes teaches more effectively than doing it right the first time.  It also means that parents need to be consistently walking the walk themselves.  Consider how we can train our children to become good stewards of their time (dealing with a natural tendency to procrastinate), to develop their skills and abilities, and to practice careful and considerate concern for their use and care of the earth’s resources.

When it comes to money, our children need to learn how to spend wisely (there are many choices but we can only spend a $ once), how to share (giving is a blessing) and how to save (learning value and delayed gratification) - the 3 S’s.  

Ron Blue in his book “Master Your Money” p.25/26 shares how he and Judy provided an opportunity for their young children to learn how to spend wisely (Ron and Judy also wrote “Raising Money Smart Kids” which has more suggestions).  Here’s an excerpt:

“Each year for Christmas I give my children two sheets of paper as a gift.  On them I list the things I can do with them during the next year.  Some of the options are: going out for breakfast or lunch, going to a professional baseball, basketball or football game, or going with me on one of my speaking trips.  My objective is to let them pick how they would really like to spend time with me.

It’s been interesting to observe the difficulty they have in choosing which activity they really want.  One that seems to be chosen frequently, is ‘Spending 4 hours with me and having $25 to spend in any way you choose.’  The first year we began this tradition my third daughter, who was nine years old at the time, picked this option and carefully planned our time together.  We were to start at a large shopping mall on a Saturday morning and end with lunch.  She was filled with anticipation and excitement when the day arrived.

Picture in your mind a nine-year-old child with $25 in her hand, entering a mall with tens of millions of dollars worth of goods available to buy.  The dilemma she faced is exactly the same dilemma that you and I face-there is never enough money to do or buy everything that you want.  There are always more ways to spend money than there is money available.  You may respond as she did.

After shopping for just a little while, we went in a store with overpriced notions, such as crazy pens, note paper, and so on, and she selected several items-despite my caution that tomorrow they would not be nearly as attractive.  I said to her, ‘Karen, remember that good decision making requires a long-term perspective.’  She assured me that she would use and love these items ‘forever and forever.’  When the bill was totalled, she had spent her $25 and we still had three hours left and lunch to buy.  We ended up going home early so that she could play with her purchases.

The very next day everything she had purchased was either used up, broken, or uninteresting.  I will never forget her confessing to me that she had, in effect, responded to the emotion of the moment and, in retrospect, made a poor choice.  The problem was that her money and time were both irretrievably lost.

What was not lost, however, was the experience and what it taught her.  Now when I am getting ready to buy something she frequently says to me, ‘Daddy, don’t forget that the longer term your perspective, the better your decision is likely to be.’  Sometimes I wish that I hadn’t taught her that!”

Teaching, modelling and training our children is a special trust from God.  As the Proverb states, when we train our children in their youth – it lasts into old age – and is likely to have eternal significance.

· Stewardly Tip: If you are a parent or grandparent of a young child.  Consider a gift of a special 3-compartment piggy bank that features the 3 “S”s.  Crown ministries (519-637-0626) have a neat one for about $25 that is basically a mini-street scene – a store (spend), a bank (save) and a church (share).  When a child earns something it is easy to divide up the cash to teach tithing and saving in addition to spending.  

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestion and your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask for more details.
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