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What’s a Steward?

With all this talk and writing about stewardship – what’s a steward anyway?  Rather than ‘re-inventing’ the wheel when a good wheel is in place, I’ll let an article written by a ‘stewardship colleague’ of mine, Patricia van Oostveen, define what a steward is for you.   Here’s what she wrote for her church newsletter:

A “stigweard” is an Old English term for steward.  Stig meaning “house” and weard meaning “warden or keeper”.  Webster’s dictionary defines a steward as “one employed in a large household or estate to manage domestic concerns including supervision of servants, collection of rents, and keeping of accounts.” 

The office of steward is not only one of great responsibility but it is also an office that requires great accountability. Stewards have no inherent authority of their own.  Their authority is entrusted to them by their master.  When we acknowledge God as our Master and that we are created for a vertical relationship with God, we come to see ourselves as God sees us: stewards. Stewardship is how we serve God in our role as His stewards. Stewardship is “everything” we do after we accept Christ.

There are 4 myths that surround the topic of stewardship.

Myth #1-The congregation’s stewardship is primarily a matter of paying the church bills.
Many of us live with the misconception that stewardship is primarily fund-raising. Yes it is in a small way, but first and foremost, stewardship is a lifestyle rooted in grace that expresses the fruit of gratitude. Stewardship is another word for discipleship.

Myth#2-Faith and finances do not mix.
Faith and finances do mix. There are over 2,300 verses in the bible dealing with financial considerations. Nearly half of the parables that Jesus tells relate in some way to money matters. Our Lord spends so much time talking about the subject it’s obvious that for him this great divide between faith and finances does not exist. What we do with our dollars is an accurate reflection of our spiritual priorities.

Myth #3-Stewardship is best motivated by guilt
Our stewardship, like all of the Christian life, is born of grace. Unless our stewardship is rooted in grace, it will become forced and pinched, a pale reflection of what God intends it to be. Our goal as church leaders is to raise up “hilarious” (Greek word hilaros meaning cheerful) Christians who, through their gift and offerings, are as ungrudging in their giving as our God is in sending us the Son.

Myth#4-Encouraging congregational stewardship is the job of (a) the pastor, (b) the elders, (c) the deacons (choose one).

The work of teaching and encouraging financial stewardship falls to all of us. We all have the responsibility to better appreciate how faith affects finances.
To dispel the myths of stewardship we have to embrace the truths of stewardship.
Truth # 1-Stewardship grows from grace.
Christ’s ministry of stewardship once again makes ours possible. It’s important that we recognize that fact. Unless we take seriously Christ’s stewardship, our calling as stewards becomes separated from the gospel. True stewardship for the New Testament believer grows from grace. It recognizes that “all are yours, and you are of Christ, and Christ is of God” (1Cor.3:22-23). In Christ we are taken up into his stewardship. Only if we understand the relationship between Christ’s stewardship and ours, will we free it from a legalistic stranglehold and lift it into the arena of grace. Stewardship becomes an expression of the wonderful freedom we have in Christ.

Truth #2-We are entrusted and charged with the responsibility of managing God’s world.
For God’s redeemed people, stewardship begins with an understanding that we are pre-eminently “entrusted with the secret things of God” (1Cor.4:1) The gospel itself is the highest trust given to us as stewards. It renews us and gives us a fresh opportunity to fulfill the cultural mandate of Genesis 1. The church of Jesus Christ is the steward of that reconciliation in the world today.

Unless the church takes seriously its vocation as steward of God’s grace, the broader stewardship of God’s creation will not be restored. It is redeeming grace that empowers us to live as stewards over all that which God entrusts to us. Christ’s redemptive work extends beyond our personal salvation to embrace heaven and earth (Rev.21:1). Our concerns should be just as broad. The day will come when we will be stewards of that new heaven and earth. We prepare for that future role by serving as faithful stewards today.

So are you a “stigweard”?

Content for Patricia’s article was taken from Robert Heerspink’s book (1996) Becoming a Firstfruits Congregation, Barnabas Foundation, Orland Park, Ill; CRC Publications, Grand Rapids, MI; and RCA Foundation, New York, New York.

· Stewardly Tip: Make the ‘Master – Steward’ relationship real for you.  List all that God has entrusted to you – your time; your skills, abilities, aptitudes; your home, farm, business; and your money and possessions.  Recognize that God entrusts these to you and that you are accountable to Him for its stewardship.  Below the list write: I acknowledge these gifts as yours, my Heavenly Father, and I covenant them back to you for service in your Kingdom – then sign and date.

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestion and your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask for more details.

Next issue: Environmental Stewardship: A Homemaker’s Perspective

