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Developing Talents 

“We have different gifts, according to the grace given us.  If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith.  If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. Romans 12: 6-8 [NIV].

God in His wisdom has blessed us with diversity, even though we are all equal under His sight and created in His image.  Each of us is unique and has been given a particular subset of skills, abilities and aptitudes.  It’s when we discover and work within our areas of giftedness that we find contentment and joy in serving.

That can happen even later in life.  For instance, I’m just amazed at what’s happened in the last four years in the life of my wife Edith.  Our home is now flooded with her artistic creativity in folk art, stained glass works and floral arrangements.  Many former strangers, non- Christians and Christians, now make it to our home to take classes with her and she regularly teaches at Conestoga College, at Michaels Craft Store, and even occasionally at our public library.  It has become a blessing to interact with people who otherwise we would not have met, and it’s a privilege to be ready with a testimony of what God has done in our lives.

Yet Edith didn’t come to this development of her talents until well into her forties!  Why?  

As a child, Edith struggled through grade school.   It seemed that her way of learning didn’t jive with the ‘typical’ approach to school. Edith is very visually orientated and she simply loved art in school.  She enjoyed decorating but that was deemed by her parents and teachers not to have ‘practical value’.  “You can’t make a good income being an artist” she was consistently told.  Out of high school, Edith wanted to go into ‘interior decorating and design’ but was steered away from it and instead pursued a course of study in Criminology.  There would always be employment for a policewoman – a more practical vocation that was sure to generate a reliable income!  But her hopes of becoming a police officer were dashed by the ‘physical’ requirements – she wasn’t tall enough!  She graduated and went home looking for a job.  While she was searching, she met me.  It wasn’t too long thereafter that we married and set off for Bangladesh  (I became her ‘job’)! 

It wasn’t until our children were all out of the house going to college and beginning their respective careers, that she took the opportunity to pick up a few folk art and stained glass courses at nearby Conestoga College.  Things have not been the same since.  Our home now has a studio and an art classroom.  Edith regularly spends days and evenings teaching and decorating while interfacing with her students.   It’s been a joy to listen and share our life’s stories with theirs – and the opportunities for witness have been natural and many.  At least one of her students now regularly attends “Coffeebreak” – and calls the “Coffeebreak” meeting her church!

What’s the point of telling this story?  It’s this: help our children to explore and discover what their gifts and their learning styles are, and challenge them to develop those gifts – that would be good stewardship!  Don’t let the worldly, income-orientated values influence their choices – but believe that all skills and abilities can be used to honour God and benefit His Kingdom enterprise!  Encourage your children to develop their gifts.  Invest in ways that will help them identify their skills, abilities and aptitudes.   Then encourage them to develop their areas of giftedness.  By so doing we help our children find satisfaction and contentment as they serve using their God-given gifts.

A young person came up to me once after I did a presentation about our work in Bangladesh.  He was a student at a community college enrolled in a program of graphic design.  He told me he wanted to serve – to help the poor.  He said that he wanted to quit his course and sign up at a Bible college for mission work.  I asked him why he had enrolled in graphic design.  He showed me some of his work – it was obvious he enjoyed graphic design.  I suggested that he consider what is happening in Africa today with the huge problem of AIDS.  I asked him “how do you think CRWRC and other organizations communicate to illiterate people about the root causes of AIDS, and educate them to avoid a lifestyle that encourages its spread?”   Printed words don’t work – but graphics and pictures have impact.   Africa needs people who can design clever posters, bill boards, pamphlets that say it without words – much like a corporation today will spend thousands to design a logo or a phrase.   God’s kingdom work needs committed Christians who are skilled graphic designers, health care workers, agriculturists, mechanics, accountants, administrators and more.

Stewardly Tip: Consider how you can help your children discover their gifts: music, arts, sciences, fine motor skills, crafts etc.  Take them to the science centre for ‘hands on experiences’, Grandpa’s workshop, carving, painting classes, programming computer games rather than playing them, and other opportunities.  Note what interests them and choose gifts that will help develop their abilities and interests. 

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestion and your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask for more details.
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