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Driver’s Wanted: Being Intentional About Stewardship 

“Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them food at the proper time?  It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns.  I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions.” Matt. 24: 45-47

On reading this passage, one word comes to mind – diligent.  Defined in my desk dictionary (Random House Dictionary) as “1. constant in effort to accomplish something. 2. done with persevering attention.”  It seems to me, I consider many of the well-known biblical characters, diligence is a dominant characteristic.  Just take some time to read a brief account in Hebrews 11 – how by faith, biblical men and women were deliberate in their service to God and commended for their faith!  Then follows the ‘pep talk’: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” [Heb. 12:1-2.]

Another word that comes to mind is zealous, or zealots like suicide bombers who (often enticed by promises of heavenly nirvana) are ready to give up everything for their cause.  Then I’m provoked to consider what am I zealous for, ‘constant in effort’ to accomplish?  To what purpose do I apply my time, talents and my wealth?  Why should I even bother to think about my stewardship?

I think it is important that we consider these questions as they help us to focus on the intention of our stewardship!  We can get so busy in living that we forget for what purpose we are living.  This busyness is like ‘wheel spin’ – just like when my car is stuck on a patch of ice – the engine is working and the driven wheel is spinning but I’m not moving!   Sometimes we need to stop, sit and listen like Mary (Luke 10: 38-42) and stop being a Martha.  Instead of busyness,  take some time to reflect on what matters and what counts in terms of God’s kingdom.

Jesus, in his teaching recorded in Matthew 6:25-34, reminds us to get our priorities straight, to get rid of the ‘excess baggage, and to “… seek first his kingdom and his righteousness…” [Matt. 6:33a].   The ‘Kingdom’ first becomes the object of our diligence – our zealousness!  That is what drives wise stewardship and gives it purpose!   But is that what our neighbours see?  I would like to think that this is so but often we are indistinguishable from our non-Christian neighbours – our diligence or zealousness about who we are in Christ just isn’t that visible.

Like the car commercials, “drivers are wanted.”  There is so much kingdom work that needs doing, and there is a place for the purposeful stewardship of all our gifts of time, talents and wealth to be engaged in diligent service that mobilizes love for God and neighbour for the sake of His Kingdom.  Let us be driven and busy doing things that matter for eternity – out of gratitude for what Christ has done for us.

Stewardly Tip: Periodically, it is important to take stock of what’s happening in your life.  Do something like a 3R’s exercise: 

· Review data - evidence of how you’ve used your time, talents and resources – is there a kingdom priority?  

· Reflect on the changes in the last year of your life – through it all, has God been faithful to you? 

· Re-commit based on your review and reflection - recommit all that you do and own– even the boring and most routine – and commit it to God to serve His kingdom first: Loving God, family and neighbour and using your all to do so! Then carry out your commitment systematically setting aside your gifts for service in God’s Kingdom: gifts of time, talents and resources (consider auto withdrawals to facilitate financial giving).

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestion and your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask for more details.
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