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Planning for Joy in Giving

Lottery wins make the news!  I was miffed when our local newscast bumped an important story I was following to give greater priority to a lottery win in our area!  Yet, newscasters know that people love to watch the reactions of people who win big.   Several popular TV programs feature what I call a ‘Santa Claus’ style.   Just think of Oprah, Dr. Phil, Extreme Home Makeover and Personal Makeover – and the emotional drama you see played out when people are given something big or special.  Viewers get caught up in the feelings of joy and happiness of the people who have been given a special gift.  We’re glued to our screens, just wanting to see their emotions as, for instance, the bus is moved to reveal a new home (Extreme Home Makeover).  Even ads play on this.  Consider the one where an older couple who won the lottery gives their married kids the keys to their own cottages.

When was the last time that you got excited about giving a gift?   There is joy in giving when you give someone something special or a gift that meets a specific need.

Back in Old Testament times, King David wanted to build God a beautiful temple.  Maybe he felt uncomfortable in his beautiful palace when he knew that God’s tabernacle was still a tent reminiscent of the days Israel spent wandering in the desert.  So he started making plans and setting aside resources.  But God came to him and said that he couldn’t do it (David’s hands were the hands of a fighting warrior); instead God said he would allow his son, Solomon, to build the temple in times of peace.

In the closing days of David’s life, David is doing what we today would call Estate Planning or Planned Giving – he is leaving detailed instructions (like a Will) to his son Solomon as he hands over authority and he starts an extremely successful fundraising campaign.  Just read 1Chronicles 29 – you’ll get the exciting details.  What a thrill David must have experienced!  He observes:

“…And now I have seen with joy how willingly your people who are here have given to you.  O Lord, God of our fathers Abraham, Isaac and Israel, keep this desire in the hearts of your people forever, and keep their hearts loyal to you.” 1Chron. 29: 17b, 18

Catch a glimpse of how overwhelmed David felt - and this wonderful testimony:

“But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this?  Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand.” 1Chron. 29: 14

David recognized the key to joyful giving: gratitude or thankfulness.  Recognizing where he came from and standing in amazement that an awesome all-powerful God would accept anything from the hands of sinners like himself – like ourselves – makes the gift so much more meaningful.  As with the widow giving her mite – she gave her gift willingly and with deep intent; she knew how dependent she was on God – she lived what David confessed.  

An important key word in giving is ‘willingly’.  God does not want us to give grudgingly or out of obligation.  Psalm 50 makes that ever so clear – God doesn’t need our offerings (Ps. 50: 9) but rather God wants us to act under our own initiative, our own will to bring thank offerings, and to fulfill our vows to him and call on Him (Ps. 50: 14,15).  We honour God when we take the initiative – our hearts seeking to worship him with our giving.

Stewardly Tip: Planning for Joy in Giving – Consider the following “4 D’s”: 

· Desire: It helps to reflect on where you’ve come from, how through grace you get what you don’t deserve.

· Decision: Decide, prayerfully with your spouse, what time, talents and treasures you are going to set aside for the Lord’s work.  Need a guideline? Scripture teaches tithing/proportional giving which is based on blessing (not budget or need).  Generous giving goes beyond planned giving.

· Discipline: Follow through on your decision – make it a regular habit – weekly or monthly giving throughout the year.

· Delight: This is the target!  When we are disciplined in giving we can look back and see what God has enabled us to do.  Like David we can look back and say “…Who am I…?” and revel in God’s blessing!

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestion and your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask for more details.
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