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Estate Planning: Putting Limits on Enough

“Honey, I am expecting a raise in about two months, then things will be better for us financially!”  How often haven’t I heard that before or thought the same.  When I get the next promotion or raise, things will be better.  But the question is - will it ever be enough?  We seem to have an appetite for more than what our finances really allow.

Contentment is a great thing – almost a godly thing.  To be content and satisfied with the role and situation in your life, with all your assets, talents and abilities is God-honouring and calming to your soul.  

In the Bible we read of a man who had an abundant harvest and he wondered what to do. 

Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do.  I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.  And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of good things laid up for many years.  Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’ 

Luke 12: 18, 19

Now you might say, “here’s a contented man”.  He’s basically saying, “I have enough; no sense striving for more!”  He sets out the limits and says “I’ve done enough.”

Once I asked a senior in a congregation where I was serving as elder, if he would allow his name to stand as elder.  I was disappointed when he said no.  Here was a capable man, still healthy, retired and lots of experience to share.  But he refused to let his name stand because he and his wife would be spending a lot of time away (as snow birds).  In his defense he said I served numerous times as elder, now it’s time for others to serve.

That response is not unusual.  

In Canada, we have a high regard for ‘retirement’ or ‘freedom 55’.  We even say we deserve it. But in this way vast amounts of resources that could service ministry today are socked away in mutual funds and retirement plans. Usually they are invested to maximize returns, often without regard to what the money is really invested in.  This is not unlike the situation the parable addresses.

Jesus, of course, shoots higher and warns us not to strive for earthbound contentment and then He unlocks the key to true contentment:

“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you.  Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?”  “This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God.”  Luke 12: 20, 21

Our wealth can be a shackle on our ankles, or it can be a tool for God’s kingdom enterprise.  It’s up to us to pray about it, to decide when enough is enough for myself and my family and then to make plans that are ‘rich toward God.’  In true stewardship fashion, even that which we set aside for ourselves and our families can be ‘rich toward God.’   This is the case when we realize that our relationships as husband and wife and as parents and children and grandchildren are also part of God’s kingdom work. 

Be content.  Put limits on “enough” for yourself and continue to grow in being “rich toward God” until the day the Lord takes you home.

Stewardly Tip: When it comes to estate planning and Wills, take advice from the experts especially if the experts are also Christian.  Take advantage of the services that Christian Stewardship Services in Canada and the Barnabas Foundation in the US offer – free of charge.  You determine when enough is enough and where the rest goes.  It helps to have the balanced advice of an independent Christian counselor who does not profit from your choices one way or another. 

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestion and your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask for more details.
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