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Opening Floodgates

When visiting New Brunswick a few years back, someone told me how critical it was for the dam operators on the Saint John River to get their timing right.  If I understood the person explaining this to me correctly, a big part of the job is anticipating how much water might be coming.  If the operators opened up too soon, too far open and for too long it might cause unnecessary flooding and may deplete reserves needed to handle a dry spell in the summer.  If, however, they didn’t open up enough, or too late, to make room for a heavy rainfall, they would cause extensive flooding downstream and negate the protection and buffering that the dam was supposed to provide.  As you can likely tell I’m not an engineer – but I did experience heavy flooding on the Ganges and Brahmaputra rivers in Bangladesh, as heavy rains in the North caused uncontrolled flushes of water that worked their way downstream to Bangladesh- wreaking all kinds of havoc.

What the engineers need to help them make a wise decision about opening floodgates is accurate information.  Unreliable weather predictions and water level monitoring leads to poor decisions and damaging consequences.     

It’s this picture that comes to mind as I consider the text in Malachi about God and floodgates.  God, the Creator Engineer Supreme, ready to throw open floodgates of blessing.  So much water – so much blessing – we don’t know what to do with it.  Isn’t that a grand vision as we begin another year?

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.  “Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.  I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit,” says the Lord Almighty.”  Malachi 3: 10, 11

Unlike an engineer on the Saint John River, sometimes dependent on inaccurate information, God knows us well.   A friend of mine (and also a member of the CSS Stewardship Committee that oversees my work), Rev. Henry Wildeboer, preached a sermon on this text that he entitled: “Quit Making God’s Arms Tired.”  I love that title because it says so much about myself and all of us as Christians.   God says: “try me out – take initiatives – step out in faith – do things in my name – dedicate your firstfruits – dedicate your tithe (the tenth that the Bible teaches) – and then don’t be surprised with the blessings that come your way!”   Yet, we are often so reticent to really step out that ‘God must get tired?’  We hesitate.  We feel we can’t afford it, we haven’t got the money, the time, the talent or the training!

Here’s where I think that ‘overly zealous stewards’ might try and hide behind their stewardship and excuse themselves from taking initiatives that may stretch beyond what seems practical.  For example, there might not have been a “Sea to Sea” bike tour if the decision was based on practical stewardship grounds alone.  I’m not saying we should be ‘careless’ and cast our stewardship aside, but I do think that we need to be visionary stewards.  Being a visionary steward requires one to have a goal, a future, a better situation in mind to strive for, and that may require that 1 + 1 = 3 or more.  God controls the floodgates.  Trust Him.  He will, and can provide by opening the floodgates!

Stewardly Tip: A New Year’s Resolution.  Resolve this year to find a moment in every day where you can take some time to dig into God’s word and pray.  God can use that moment to crack open the floodgates for you!  His hand is on the control – but it takes you to give God a reason to open it up!

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestion and your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask for more details.

Next issue: Wealth: Shackle or Lever?






