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Wealth: Shackle or Lever?

In earlier articles, in this column, I’ve written about how important it is for each of us to get our stewardship right for all that God has entrusted to us.  It has eternal consequence!

Jesus clearly warns us about our wealth: 

“…it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”  [Matt. 19:25]

Whether I like to acknowledge it or not, I happen to be rich, and we live in a favoured land!  Most of you are too - especially when compared to the poor in third world countries!   

Maybe you’re thinking, as I am, how do I get through that needle?  Is my wealth going to hold me back?  If it does, wealth is a bad thing and I should get rid of it!

When a rich young ruler questioned Jesus about how to receive eternal life, Jesus told him to obey the commandments.  When he replied he did already, Jesus told him to sell off his wealth, give to the poor, and invited him to be his disciple (see Matt. 19: 16-22 for the whole story).  In this case, the rich young ruler’s wealth did hold him back – like a shackle around his ankles that kept him from being available for kingdom service.  In his case, wealth was a bad thing!

That’s one perspective from scripture but there’s another.  There are wealthy people who have been blessed by God: think of Abraham, Joseph, David, Solomon, and Job.  Jesus also talks about using wealth in the right way and how the Father will even bless those who have been faithful in its use.  Consider the parable of the shrewd manager who knows he’s going to get fired – so he manipulates the accounts to benefit the debtors.  Jesus commends this manager because he acted shrewdly (clever, sharp) and tells us:

“I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.  Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.” [Luke 16:9,10]

If you are or want to be a businessperson, you may have an idea that you think meets a need which could make you lots of money in the marketplace.  But you don’t have the money or the production capacity (people/facilities) to develop and produce the product.  Money or wealth is the lever that enables you to make it happen.   So it is with Kingdom work too!  

It takes people and resources for Kingdom work to happen.  Your church needs both.  Mission work needs missionaries and resources to reach out.  Radio transmitters need power to transmit the Gospel.  God provides us with the resources and the ability to use these resources to benefit Kingdom ministry.  The emphasis is on ‘use’!

Wealth, then, is a good thing!  How we use it is the important question!  Is it just for me, or is it for the kingdom?  If it is the latter, don’t be surprised that God gives you even more to work with.  If it’s the former, it’s bad news and you’d better figure out how you’re going to get thin enough to go through the needle!

Jesus taught that “From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked” [Luke 12:48].  Our worldly wealth is a responsibility!  I think it is time for us to pray for those who have been entrusted with much for they will have a lot to account for.  

Consider how you are doing: is your wealth leveraging the work of God’s Kingdom or are you holding on too tight – like a shackle? 

Stewardly Tip: Investment with a difference.  Many of us have invested in RRSPs – consider investing in an RRSP that invests in Christian leadership development (like Kings or Redeemer) or invest in a specific Christian ministry.  Make sure that your Will provides for bequests to the Christian charities you care about.  Using CSS as the vehicle for this is simple and flexible and much easier for the person handling the estate.  Better yet, regularly re-evaluate what you really need as you age and give away what you don’t so that it can be leverage now for Kingdom ministry.

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestion and your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask for more details.
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