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Tithing: Giving Basics

Giving is a sensitive topic because it is very personal – and that is as it should be.  Giving is not something that we must do but rather something we want to do.  Giving is more than just money.  It includes the giving of my time, talents, use of my home, business, farm, and possessions.  Giving is from the heart – it’s a love/gratitude thing!

But yet, the Bible clearly teaches about the tithe – the giving of a tenth of your harvest (your earnings).  Even today, those that do faithfully tithe or give even more, testify what a source of blessing it is for them.  The tithe is not just an Old Testament obedience thing: even Jesus affirmed the tithe as a practice that should be continued (Matt. 23:23).

The Bible also teaches that everything that I have received from the Lord is really His.  All One Hundred per cent - not just what I tithe.  It is my responsibility to be wise with what the Lord has entrusted to me (my stewardship).  King David, in Chronicles 29: 14, captures this so eloquently when he testifies:

“But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this?  Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand.”

David reveled in the willing response of his people to his request to provide for the building of the Temple.  I picture David as emotionally overcome with gratitude to God as he humbly submits that, what he and his people have done is possible because of God’s blessing.

Tithing was a common practice for many different people in the days of Abram.  It was common for people to give gifts of 10% to their gods – to please and appease them – to ensure success for them as a people.

We read about the first occurrence of the tenth or tithe in the Bible in Genesis 14: 21b.  It is Abram’s response to the blessing he receives from Melchizedek, King of Salam.  Abram has just come back from a rescuing his nephew Lot from King Kedorlaomer and his associates.  Melchizedek blesses Abram in this way:

“...Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth.  And blessed be God Most High, who delivered your enemies into your hand.” Gen. 14:19/20a
In response to this blessing we read:

Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything.  Gen. 14:20b

For many of us, giving is ‘need’ driven.  We respond when there is a need that tugs at us.  I think tithing is different from that kind of giving.  When God instructed Moses to set up the tabernacle and set aside the Levites to be the ‘custodians’, God also established the ‘tithe’.  It became God’s provision (fundraising tool) that would provide for the tabernacle and the ministry of the priests and Levites.  Similarly, today, there is a parallel in the support of the work of our church and denominational ministries.  The tithe is based on blessing, not on a fixed amount or even a budget, and is the starting guideline for regular ongoing giving.  It is a starting point in our giving, especially for those who have been entrusted with abundance.   Generous giving goes beyond the tithe.

If you aren’t tithing – please reconsider.  In the last book of the Old Testament, we read that the Israelites had neglected several practices that set them apart as God’s people – one of them was tithing.  This is what God, through His prophet Malachi wrote:

“Will a man rob God?  Yet you rob me.  But you ask, ‘How do we rob you?’  In tithes and offerings.  You are under a curse-the whole nation of you-because you are robbing me.  Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.  Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.”  Malachi 3: 8-10

God’s people no longer had a ‘heart’ for God.  They had forgotten Him.  But even so God was willing to unleash a flood of blessing, if their hearts would turn to Him.  That promise is true for us too, if are hearts willing.

Consider tithing.  God enables you to give and may enable you to go much beyond just a tithe!  The important question is: Where is your heart for God?  Giving is a visible act of worship, a response of love and gratitude for all that God has done for you!

Stewardly Tip: Pray and Act.  Review where you are at when it comes to the giving of your time, talents, money and possessions to the work of your church and other Kingdom causes.  It helps to also consider how God has been faithful to you.  Together with your spouse, prayerfully commit to tithe (or work out a plan to get there) a tithe of your time and income for the work of your church and other Kingdom causes.

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestion and your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask for more details.
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