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Talents 2: Development

Last issue, we focussed on the benefits of identifying the ‘talents’ – skills, abilities, aptitudes, and spiritual gifts – that God has uniquely given to you.  These talents are given deliberately by God for a purpose –not just for our own benefit. We really ‘get it’ when we realize that God has His purposes in mind.  In fact, He will challenge us with even more ‘talents’ if we are faithful in using them for His purposes – we ‘get’ that from the parable of the talents (Matt. 25).

As a Christian steward it is our responsibility and privilege to develop the talents God has given us.  Developing and working within the framework of the talents that we have been given will give us the greatest contentment in our lives – as we serve God and neighbour.

The apostle Peter says it so clearly:

“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.  If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God.  If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.  To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.”  1Peter 4: 10, 11  

How can we develop our talents?  Here’s a suggested list of things you can do:

1.
Maximize the opportunity to ‘practice’ and ‘stretch’ your talents – especially voluntary opportunities – offer and make yourself available to be asked.

2.
Take courses – full-time/part-time, correspondence/night classes.

3.
Join a club/group – meeting others who have similar talents to challenge and encourage each other to ‘grow’.

4.
Consider a ‘mentor’ relationship – especially in your dominant ‘talent’ area.

5. 
Read – books, periodicals in your skill area.  Keep yourself ‘sharp’ and up-to-date.

6.
Get feedback from others - listen especially to what friends and colleagues are saying – have a humble attitude “I can always improve”, and don’t let pride get in the way to sideline you. (Romans 12: 3)

7.
Commit your talents to God – let Him bless and enable you.

It is my hope and prayer that God may enable you to use all the gifts (talents) that He has entrusted to you.  That He may say of your stewardship: “…Well done, good and faithful servant (steward)!  You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things.  Come and share your master’s happiness!”  Matt. 25:23.   Interesting isn’t it?  God is happy when we are using our gifts!

Stewardly Tip: A Personal Covenant.  Jot down all the talents that you have been given, even the lesser ones.  Take that list and covenant them back to God, after all, these ‘talents’ have been entrusted to you by Him.  He made you in His image.  Covenanting them back to God helps you to acknowledge your talents and to use them (not to bury them in the ground – like in the parable of the talents).  Periodically, review what you’ve written (see a personal review last issue) and observe how God ‘works’ within you!

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestion and your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask for more details.

Next issue: Big Picture Stewardship 1







