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Big Picture Stewardship 1

Consumer Spending in Canada.

According to Statistics Canada, in 2004 the number of households in Canada was estimated to be 11.9 million.  The average expenditure per household was $63,636, of which $12,902 went for income taxes (about 20%).  Excluding income tax, personal insurance and pension contributions and giving, the average per family had $45,436 available for their own use.

What does the ‘average’ Canadian family do with this money?  Where does it go?  Here’s a rough breakdown from the data provided by Statistics Canada  (CANSIM table 203-0001).  I’ve grouped some of the expenditures and calculated the percentages, and then listed them in descending order:

Expenditure
$
%

Shelter Cost
16990
26.7

Personal income tax
12902
20.3

transportation
8626
13.6

food & health costs
8600
13.5

recreation
3678
5.8

Personal ins/pension
3645
5.7

personal care
897
1.4

clothing
2506
3.9

gifts of money/contributions
1652
2.6

Tobacco/alcohol
1495
2.3

Education & Reading material
1361
2.1

Miscellaneous
1020
1.6

Games of chance
264
0.4

Total
63636


From an overall perspective, if we exclude the income tax (which also benefits us through government services) and the miscellaneous categories, then more than 75% an average household’s income is spent on themselves.  Only $1,600 per household or 2.6% of income is spent on giving.  That is less than half of what is spent on recreation alone, and 29 times less than that spent on themselves!  When compared to the biblical standard of the tithe (the tenth), this works out to less than a quarter of that.  We are not a very generous nation when it comes to our giving.

Perhaps it’s because of our cold northern climate that we spend the largest part of our money on our homes - 26.7% (including utilities/furnishings).  We spend half as much again for transportation - 13.6%  and shelter, food and health expenditures together eat up over half the average family budget: $34,216.   Can the world afford us?

A child born in a wealthy country is likely to consume, waste, and pollute more in his or her lifetime than fifty children born in developing nations. Our energy-burning lifestyles are pushing our planet to the point of no return. It is dawning on us at last that the life of our world is as vulnerable as the children we raise.

George Carey, Archbishop of Canterbury, UK

Reading this one realizes that we have a taken the biggest piece of the ‘pie’.   How do we respond?  We do have choices.  We can choose to spend less on ourselves.  We can make more sober choices, and do our part to make do with less.  Consider our vices: tobacco, alcohol and games of chance are obvious, and if we just took the money spent on them and added that to what we give – that would double our aid.  We have other extravagances and excesses too - in recreation, sport, expensive or energy extravagant hobbies, luxuries.  

Big-ticket items are also the ones where we can make the most impact.  In 2005 new vehicle purchases, Canadians chose to buy a new SUV or a Truck more than 48% of the time, and in Alberta 66% of the time.   Is this really necessary?

What’s the point here?  In the face of the increasing need for a Christian response to hunger, physical and spiritual, and injustice, Jesus reminds that we need to be thinking of the poor by being more careful stewards of all that God has entrusted to us.  It was Jesus who said, “…Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”  Matt. 25:40

Stewardly Tip: Take charge.  Take steps to reduce your consumption and increase your giving.  It’s not only environmentally friendly but it’s the way to be a better steward of all the resources God has entrusted to your care.  Have a 'family pow-wow’ to come up with ways to reuse, reduce, recycle and work together to so you can ‘free-a-family’ with CRWRC or provide a ‘child sponsorship’ with World Vision. 

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestion and your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask for more details.
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