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The Gift of Hospitality 

One day many centuries ago, Abram entertained three strangers.  Abram ended up entertaining God!  But he’s not alone.  According to the scriptures we might be able to do likewise.  Consider the parable of the sheep and goats: “The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.” [Matt. 25:40]  Or even more bluntly in Hebrews 13:2: “Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels without knowing it.”
Hospitality is being kind, generous, and friendly to others – opening your home and receiving strangers as guests.  Very early on God through Moses added this command: “When an alien lives with you in your land, do not mistreat him.  The alien living with you must be treated as one of your native-born.  Love him as yourself, for you were aliens in Egypt.  I am the Lord your God.”  [Leviticus 19: 33, 34].  Consider how closely this ties in with the summary of the commandments: “’Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.” [Luke 10:27]  

Most of us have beautiful well-outfitted, attractive and comfortable homes.  I’ve personally enjoyed staying in many of your homes when I’m on tour.  Most of the time we were strangers when we met, but friends when we left.  Why?  Genuine hospitality!  A hospitable home is a welcome center for a stranger – it is a gift from God.  It is a ministry – and it is what God enables us to do!  My colleagues at CSS, and prior to that at CRWRC, can attest to that.  When enjoying your hospitality, I often find it hard to call it a night or to say good-bye.  My thanks to all who read this and have treated me to your hospitality!  Your hospitality puts you in good company – consider the Shunamite couple (2Kings 4), Mary and Martha, and Lydia.

But hospitality isn’t what it used to be.  Today, hospitality is an industry and has been to the large extent, institutionalized.  Shelter is provided by the hotel/motel industry; care of the sick and injured is done in a hospital; and care for the dying in Hospice.  Years ago, this was all the work of the Christian church as part of doing ministry.  It’s time that we reconsider our stewardship of our homes as hospitality centers and to deliberately look for opportunities to be hospitable! 

Here is a short story of hospitality that illustrates how even a small thing makes an impact:

Bill was a bit slow, but he was hired to sweep the streets of a small town.  Every day throughout the summer he would diligently sweep the streets.  An elderly widow saw him hard at work and took him a glass of lemonade and a fresh slice of cake or pie.  Each time Bill came down her street she would take him lemonade and dessert.  Each time he would shyly thank her and say little else.  One evening near the end of summer there was a knock on her door.  There stood Bill with a sack of peaches in one hand and a sack of roasting ears in the other.  He told her that they were for her, to thank her for her expressions of kindness toward him.  The widow was surprised and said, “Bill, this is too much, it was nothing!”  Bill replied, “Maybe it wasn’t much ma’am, but it was more than anyone else did.” *1
This past November, Citizens for Public Justice (CPJ) initiated a new initiative: Welcome the Stranger: Becoming Neighbours.   This initiative focuses on refugees and aims to: 

· be a source of accurate information and helpful perspective on refugees and other newcomers 

· identify public policy areas that are problematic and propose alternatives 

· and provide opportunities for Canadians to welcome the stranger and become neighbours. 

Find out more about this initiative by visiting their website at ‘cpj.ca’.  Let’s do what we can to be hospitable to refugees and help them find a ‘home’ in Canada.

Touching someone else’s life with your hospitality – it’s a mark of a Christian steward!  Using your gift of hospitality could have you entertaining angels!

Stewardly Tip: Practical Ways to Minister Hospitality*1: 

· Be alert at all times to the opportunities to help others.

· Be really interested in other people.

· Take an interest in your neighbourhood and the others who live there.

· Do something for those who are less fortunate than we are.

· Be motivated by the spirit of God to minister and not by guilt.

· Do not minimize the value of helping someone else.

*1 (from www.brandonweb.com/gbt/sermonpages/2corinthians19.htm)

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestion and your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask for more details.
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