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Earthkeeping 

Once again I have asked my friend, Cindy Verbeek from “A Rocha Canada-Christians in 

Conservation” to write on this aspect of stewardship.  Cindy writes:
The sign above my sink says “Life is simple…eat, sleep, save the world.” Fitting for social justice/environmental activist types - right?  Wrong!  It is not my responsibility, nor within my capability, to “save the world”.  That is the work of our saviour Jesus Christ. I have since put a strike through the “save the world” and replaced it with “trust and obey”.  It is my job to trust God for all my needs and obey his commands.

Trust

God has provided us with so much.  The question is do we trust Him to provide what we need today and not worry about tomorrow?  What about what we want?  In North American our houses are overflowing with “resources” that we put out on the curb each week - our garbage!  The steward’s challenge is to “do what we can with what we’ve got”.  It’s about contentment. It's about contentment. Most of us already have everything we "need" and most likely have the resources to get what we may want by being creative with what we have. We do not necessarily need to go out and purchase something else to meet a particular want.

It’s a change of attitude from “Can I have that new toy?” to “What has God placed in our house that can meet that need or desire?”  I was proud of my six year old when he came to me and said, “Mom I want to be King Peter from Narnia.  I need some cardboard and a milk jug.”  Later he was running around with a cardboard suit of armour and a milk jug mask and sword.  It was  a testimony to creativity and contentment.

In the context of a church community this could mean incorporating geothermal heat into the church building design as Meadowlands Fellowship CRC in Ancaster, ON has done.  Or turning the property God has entrusted to you into a nature sanctuary or community garden. 

Obey

Once we know what to do we must DO IT.  “My commandment is this – to love one another just as I have loved you.” (John 15:12).  What does that have to do with environmental stewardship?  Ask yourself these questions: Is drinking coffee that is grown in a way that displaces the poor and destroys God’s creation showing love?  Can we follow the command to feed the hungry and give water to the thirsty when the food is poisoned and the water is polluted?  Do we show honor to the Creator by destroying His creation?  Nowhere in the Bible will you find “thou shalt not throw away tin cans”.   But you will find that creation is suffering because of our disobedience.  God is calling us to avoid greed and covetousness but instead be content and trust in Him for our daily food.

One last thought

The well known 3 R’s, reduce-reuse-recycle, are about reducing our impact on God’s creation. I try to live by a fourth R: “Recyclogic.”  Every scrap of paper and piece of string is a gift from God and is not to be hoarded but to be used to its fullest potential.  Before throwing it away ask yourself, “Can I use this again” or (even better) “Could I live without it next time?”  Let’s use some “Recyclogic!”  But more importantly let’s trust God for our daily needs and obey his word to love each other in our daily choices.

Cindy Verbeek resides in Houston, BC with her husband Dennis and family. You may contact her or “A Rocha Canada” by calling  250-845-2222 or emailing: ckeeper@telus.net.

Stewardly Tips: ‘Save the world’: 

· Next time you “need” something ask “What do I have that could take its place?” For example, make a handmade card or scrapbook page with only the paper you get in your mailbox.

· Don’t buy that toy your child begs for, or that thing you think you want… see what you can find around the house to build or replace it. You’ll have fun just being creative!

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestion and your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask for more details.

Next issue: Steward’s Hands






