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Steward’s Hands 

In the beginning God created the Earth.  He gave mankind a job to do and He provided us the resources to do it.  We read about that in the opening chapter of the Bible.  We are to be fruitful, to multiply and fill the earth, subdue it and rule over the fish of the sea and over every living creature (see Gen. 1:28).  God provided every seed bearing plant and every fruit bearing tree for food.

After the flood, God re-issues the mandate but expands it:

“Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth.  The fear and dread of you will fall upon all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air, upon every creature that moves along the ground, and upon all the fish of the sea; they are given into your hands.  Everything that lives and moves will be food for you.  Just as I gave you the green plants, I now give you everything.” Gen. 9:2, 3

Though some vegetarians might make something of the earlier mandate and non-vegetarians might take comfort in the expanded mandate, our responsibility to be wise stewards of animals is common.  God asks us to tend His garden and to rule over all animal life – they are given into our hands!

Edith and I have the privilege of raising chicks to egg-laying chickens for other farmers who then provide our stores with eggs for your table.  We also have sheep and geese and, until more recently, free running ducks and chickens.  I wrote “recently”, because we have been having trouble with foxes and raccoons.  We have been able to deal with the foxes but the raccoons have been a more serious problem.  On occasion, a raccoon will get trapped in my small animal trap (designed for squirrels).  When I look at the beautiful creature trapped in my cage I can’t help but admire how beautifully God created these animals – but I also notice the ‘fear and dread’ of me as I come near.  Maybe the creature will learn not to come back.  Even so, I know I have to keep the raccoons away and provide a safe environment for our ducks and chickens.  It helps me understand God’s mandate to us through Noah.  It’s about purpose and balance along with respect for all the creatures God gives us to rule.

One day though, there is a preferred future – a better vision for creation.  One day “The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat … the cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox.  The infant will play near the hole of the cobra …They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.”  Isaiah 11: 6-9

In the meantime, you and I need to continue to be good stewards of creation.  Raccoons and foxes have a place in creation but presently they still have a taste for ducks and chickens.  This forces me to protect the animals under my care from them.  Our farmers have a special calling in caring for our land and raising food for us in a wise and stewardly way.  In doing so, however, they often need to coexist and keep wildlife in check – at least until that day when “the lion will eat straw like the ox.”   When wild animals multiply and invade I need to act to protect the animals under my care.  Each time I find another carcass of a duck or chicken from another night raid I’m reminded that one day a duck will be able to sleep beside a fox or a raccoon.  I look forward to that day in Isaiah’s vision.

Being a wise steward means that we need to minimize our ‘footprint’ on this world’s resources.  Too many species have been driven to extinction because we did not respect their needs – and now their ‘footprints’ are lost.  What is not lost is our need to respect and manage this world’s resources – meeting our needs as well as all of God’s creatures under our rule.

Stewardly Tip: Count the Calories: Whether you are a vegetarian or not – we can all benefit from tracking our calorie intake – most of us eat too much.  Excess strains our health and makes excessive demands on the food supply chain.  Edith uses the “Weightwatchers” point system to help balance our diet and keep our intake in check.

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestion and your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask for more details.
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