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Searching Questions
Richard Oostra is a retired businessman who spent the last 10 years of his working life raising funds for Trans World Radio in Western USA and now resides in Abbotsford BC.   He enjoys encouraging Christians to participate in ministry by the stewardship of all their gifts.  Richard took up our offer (see Steward’s Tips), and wrote some reflections for this column.  This is the first of a two in-a-row.  In this issue, Richard raises a series of thought provoking questions.  We do well to reflect on them:

Q.
Is it fair for us to live in spiritual and material abundance while others are suffering or waiting to hear Christ’s message? I Tim 6:17
A. The Bible gives many warnings to the rich and wealthy but this does not mean that having money is a sin.  As believers we are called to minister to and help the needy. One should never become spiritually callous or glory in one’s wealth by living a life of ease or pleasure, because the Bible says that those who live just for pleasure are dead even while they live. (I Tim 5:6)  Many of us in North America have become financially too wealthy to be healthy spiritually.

Q. What about accumulating wealth? Matt 6:19-20,30

A. Jesus warned us against storing up riches on earth. Riches can become addictive and destroy one spiritually. We can see this in the lives of many who strive after riches. All money belongs to God; we are called to stewardship, not ownership.

Q. Why is so little said against accumulating too much wealth? I Tim 6:9-10

A. Materialism and the love of money is in our human nature. The Bible tells us that even religious leaders often love money (Luke 16:14) and today many religious leaders who pursue wealth will cater to the rich. In this materialistic and commercialized age we seldom hear of what Jesus had to say about money.  He spoke on ‘money’ more often than on heaven and hell combined.

Q. Is accepting recognition and prominence permitted? Matt 20: 26-28

A. Jesus considered it hypocritical to give the wealthy a seat of honor. He emphasized that our giving should be done in secret so that we may shun recognition. God hates pride but humility is an evidence of true spirituality. Jesus gave us this example when he washed his disciples’ feet. There is no poison more dangerous, no sword more deadly than the passion for recognition and the love of money.

Q. Is loving what this world has to offer so sinful? I John 2:15-17     

A. We are instructed not to fall in love with this life but to live for the one hereafter. To have the spirit of Jesus is to have a heart for the needy and a passion for the lost. Craving for things, the lust of the eye, pride and boastings are not from God. We are called to spiritual participation, rather than to glory and lust in our wealth.

Q. Can one become immune to this world’s attractions? Luke 12:15

A. Joy in life does not come by accumulation of possessions because we are called to serve rather than to glory in wealth. The desire and love for money has destroyed many families because serving two masters is hypocritical. It is only when we seek to draw near and walk close to God that He has promised us His spirit to enable us to live pleasing unto Him.

Q. How can people become blessed by God with their wealth? Rom 14:12

A. Money is a trust and we may enjoy and work with it, but to live for Christ and the growth of His kingdom should be our passion. One should not be a blind giver but instead seek out truly worthy and effective Christian causes.  In so doing we will discover the joy in giving. We are called to be fruitful and reach the ends of the earth with Christ’s message.

Q. Jesus told the rich ruler to give away everything. Is this required of us? Mark10: 21

A. We should never let anything we have stand in the way of living for and serving Jesus. If we love family or possessions more than Him we cannot be His disciples. (Luke 14:26-33)  In our lives we must continually surrender all we have to Him. Jesus wants to be first in our lives but this does not necessarily mean that we have to dispose of everything we possess.

Q. What would be the effect if I would give away my wealth? Matt 19:29

A. Husbands and wives should be fully of one mind in this. Some have done this gradually during their lifetime; others are planning to do this at their time of death through bequests in their will.

It is an exciting experience to be rich in deeds towards God. Jesus has promised rewards, now and in eternity, to those who are willing to invest in His kingdom. Investing in Christian causes has a ripple effect both in the souls that are being reached as well inspiring and influencing others.

Q. To whom should I give my wealth? Matt 7:11,21

A. Use the gift of discernment that God has given you as a believer. Many have left much of their wealth to their church but even for churches it is very dangerous to accumulate too much or misuse wealth.

Christian giving should be looked upon like investing. No one should invest all their money in one cause. We should look for places where our money will do the most good and will not be abused. We should look for organizations that have a good track record, are blessed by God, and have minimum overhead. 

Stewardly Tip: Evaluation Timeout: God does it, parents do it, bosses do it and occasionally so should you!  It’s a healthy habit to periodically take time out to look back and reflect on questions like the above.  Ask God to help you make the changes He nudges you to make! 

Readers:  Thanks to Richard for sharing this reflection!  You’re welcome to share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestion and your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask for more details.

Next issue: Living With Wealth
