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Living With Wealth

Richard Oostra is a retired businessman from Abbotsford.  Richard took up our offer (see Steward’s Tips) and wrote some reflections for this column.  This is the second of a two in a row.  In this issue, Richard challenges us on living with affluence: 

Just last week I ran into a young Christian couple who are building a three million dollar house on a one million dollar plot of land. The first question that ran through my mind was: “Is this following Christ, “ and if not, “How then should we live?”

Money is a Trust.  Many people believe that money earned or inherited is theirs. Others feel that as long as they have paid their tithe the rest is theirs to do with as they wish.  The parables of Jesus on money, however, tell us a different story. From them, we learn that money is a trust and we are accountable for everything God has entrusted to us. True Christianity is not merely a belief system, but also requires a trustee’s attitude towards money.

A Transformed People.  Jesus taught us that believers are not to be entangled in or conformed to the desires, goals, ambitions or pleasures this world has to offer, but to be a people with different goals, seeking a different way of life. So many of us seek to have everything this world has, but we also want to have everything Christ has to offer.

Many believers think that it is acceptable to be rich on this earth and only give a small fraction of their wealth to the spiritual needy. Jesus did not ask the rich young ruler how much he had given, but rather asked if he would be willing to give away all he had in order to follow him. Jesus did not build his home among the wealthy, but he encouraged all those who would follow him to store up their wealth in eternity.

Riches Justified? Many of the Christian wealthy who just live for themselves are fully accepted in the church and therefore assume it will be the same with God. The church of today, however, is often very worldly, male-dominated, and money-focused institution.  Its leadership often caters to the rich and avoids passing on any biblical warnings such as written in I Tim 6:17-19; James 5:1-5; I John 2:15-17.

It was Jesus who gave up all the riches of heaven so that later he could share these with those who would believe in and follow his teachings. On earth he had no place he could call his own because he lived and modeled his teachings. He loved all people, the rich as well as the poor, the educated and the simple, the moral and the immoral. But this doesn’t mean that he justified a wrong lifestyle, rather he would call out to them and say: “Why do you call me Lord, Lord, and do not what I say?” [Luke 6:46]

Choose Today. True Christianity is a choice as to whom we want to live for, to worship and love. God therefore gives us choices. We cannot serve the God of heaven and the god of this world. We cannot live for God and for self. We cannot bow our knee for Mammon and offer ‘tips’ to Jesus. We cannot please the flesh and feed the Spirit. We cannot have all the pleasures of this world and expect to inherit riches in heaven. Truly, if we want to follow Jesus we must make a choice. There is a price tag on salvation and that is walking in the footsteps of the Master. Jesus never preached merely believing, but rather a following him!

What About…?  Many who seek riches—even religious leaders and TV evangelists—will claim that it is okay to be rich because Abraham, Joseph, and Solomon were rich. Yes, there are rich people who truly love and follow Jesus, and of Abraham and Joseph it can be clearly seen that they had not their heart set on riches, but were fully in tune with God. Jesus, however, strongly warned us against the pursuance and storing up of riches. Look at Solomon - how his riches destroyed him morally and spiritually because he had not followed God’s safeguards. Even today, some who have become wealthy wished this had not happened to them because often it has destroyed their marriage or the spiritual well being of the family.

True wealthy believers do not live for their wealth. Their money is very incidental to them and not something they have their heart set on. Of Abraham we read over and over again, “He obeyed God.” 

Then we must remember that living in North America we are all very rich compared to people living in third-world countries.  We who live under capitalism are all inclined to become influenced by a pursuit of materialism. From time to time we must cleanse ourselves from these influences. Because:

“If you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth,

who will trust us with true (heavenly) riches?” Luke 15:11; see also vs.14

The Key Issue.  Whether rich or poor only one question remains, “Does God control your heart?” It is easy to say that you love or believe in Jesus, but does he really have all of you?” If so, then the passion of your life will be extending his kingdom, (Matt 6:33) and this we do by living in obedience to his teachings and participating in his great commission. (Matt 28:20)

We, however, cannot live in obedience to his teachings unless his Spirit dwells in our hearts and consciences. In the flesh we will fail continually in serving him and that is why Jesus said, “You in me and I in you” - because without him we can do nothing.

Jesus in Control.  When Jesus is truly Lord in our lives he controls our life and our possessions. We will constantly acknowledge that all we have belongs to God. (I Cor 4:7) Then we will look for ways and means of using our wealth to reach out to others. In order to reach those who have never heard the Word, we must look for worthy causes to invest in, and thus discover the joy and satisfaction this lifestyle-giving will bring.

The Sacredness of Money.   What makes the proper use of money sacred is that with it we can extend Christ’s message both at home as well as abroad. You may have spiritually enough to eat, but millions have never heard --and are starving spiritually.

It takes money invested in the right causes to reach these people, and by doing this we become co-workers with God. With this in mind wouldn’t we want to be careful to whom we give and how we live? Are we just feeding ourselves with pride and lust, or are we living in obedience and glorifying him?

Stewardly Tip: Do I really need it: It helps to periodically clean out the basement, the garage and your closets.  Is there something you haven’t used in the last year?  Yes?  Can someone else use it?  Is it useful yet? Yes: recycle it at your nearest thrift store. 

Readers:  Thanks to Richard for sharing this reflection!  You’re welcome to share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestion and your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask for more details.

Next issue: Time for Learning

