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Time for Learning

Did you have a good vacation?  I hope so!  

Now that school and church programs have restarted or are ready to do so our minds are rested and open to new learning!  Right?

What does it take to have a ‘learning posture’ – an openness to change, to new things, to creativity and to greater understanding?  Why learn?  Why go through the mental aggravation?  Why get excited about discovery?

Reason #1 – it’s God given – it’s in us by design!

From the account of the tower of Babel, we learn that God deliberately confused the language of mankind to get them to do what He mandated them to do: to subdue the earth.  For as it says in Genesis 11:6, 7 “…If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them.  Come let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other.”    Our ability to learn, to plan, to understand and make things through our understanding is what sets us apart from the rest of creation.  It is designed-in by God.

Reason #2 – Learning helps us learn more about God

The book of Proverbs speaks much about gaining wisdom and how important it is for us to do so.  In fact the opening chapters culminate with this statement in chapter 4 verse 7: “Wisdom is supreme; therefore get wisdom.  Though it cost all that you have get understanding.”   And where does one get this wisdom?  Again the scriptures are consistently clear: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.” [Proverbs 9:10].   

Reason #3 – Learning is Living

Every day is a day of learning.  Learning is not just a school thing – it’s lifelong.  The classrooms change as does the learning – but we are here to grow in knowledge.  Whether it’s science, industry, psychology, special skills and arts, biological or physical – whatever it is – the more we learn about the created order or of our creator God – we’re doing what we were designed to do.  

Too often in our time stewardship we brush over those learning moments.  Each day offers some new or a better understanding – if we let go and let God show us.  It’s about having an open posture or sensitivity for learning. 

Reason #4 – Learning is for Serving

Many of you will know this to be the Redeemer University College motto.  Learning multiplies our effectiveness and usefulness by equipping us more and more for greater service in God’s kingdom enterprise.  We are not to bury our talents but use them, nurture them, stretch, exercise and invest them.  Really, God wants to be able to say to us, on that day of reckoning: “…Well done good and faithful servant!  You have been faithful with a few things;  I will put you in charge of many things.  Come and share your master’s happiness!” Matthew 25: 21

While I have life and breath may I have an open window (mind) that allows me to see more of you in all I experience, my Creator God!

Stewardly Tip: Develop Habits: We don’t think much about simple routines – but they can help reduce stress in life.  Teaching children to pray before they eat, to brush their teeth before they go to bed, or even the simple habit of switching off lights when leaving a room.  A good habit becomes instinctive and doesn’t require mental thought.   Did I unplug the kettle?  Turn off the element?  Flush? Put back the toilet seat?  If it’s an ingrained habit – the worry’s off.

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestion and your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask for more details.
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