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“ThanksLiving”

You’ve probably heard the following line “give the gift of life” used to urge us to make our next blood donation.  Life is a gift from God.  Many of us have been given a good life and there is so much for each one of us to be thankful for.  Yet there are also some of us who experience things that we are not thankful for.  It is hard to be grateful when pain, cancer, or a family crisis or loss has touched our lives.  

In spite of setbacks and negative experiences, having a thankful, grateful, and even an expectant attitude is a key to living a full Christian life.  We live to the fullest when we are fully engaged as designed by God.  Having a positive attitude about the gifts that God gives to us is what ‘thanksliving’ is about.  Don’t rush to grab your dictionary – it’s not in there – I made it up! Another name for it might be “grateful living”.

Consider all that God has entrusted to us.  Our lives were given to us to live up to the limits that God has determined for each one of us.  God determined that you and I live in this era.  He determined our gender, our looks, and our intellectual capability – all of it.  He determines how long we may live and the opportunities for service in His great Kingdom enterprise.  Each one of us was created in His image, made on purpose for His purposes.  That’s what our stewardship is about.

‘Thanksliving’ is not about serving because we have to!  We may embrace duty and obedience but if we do that just to appease or to satisfy the requirements for living a Christian life – we are missing out on what it means to have a life of ‘thanksliving’.  After all, God doesn’t need us to obey: “…he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else.” Acts. 17:25

An attitude of ‘thanksliving’ is self-driven: a desire or genuine willingness to give one’s life in service to God’s purposes.  It reflects a close walk with God that seeks to please (as opposed to appease) the creator.  Pray that God may plant that desire in you – a willingness to submit it all to Him.

The rewards of a life lived in close communion with God, seeking His will, is a thankful life – a ‘thanksliving’ life – even when things are going wrong.  

When Peter as a disciple tries to make something out of the fact that they had left everything to follow him, Jesus makes this reply:  “I tell you the truth…no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age…and in the age to come, eternal life.” Mark 10: 29, 30.

What a blessing to have a life of ‘thanksliving’!  As children of God we have life today and in the future the abundant life – eternally.  There’s more than enough to be grateful for.  Salvation is God’s free gift to us – paid for by Jesus our Saviour!  This Thanksgiving – give thanks but also live our thanks!

Stewardly Tip: Meditate and List: Prayer is powerful and made even more powerful when we pray specifically.  This Thanksgiving find a quiet place with no interruptions, take a sheet of paper and a pen, and reflect on the things that have happened in your life. Take some time to list the things you are grateful for.  Read Philippians 4: 4-6, and spend some time in a specific prayer of thanks.

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestion and your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask for more details.
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