06Oct16 -55 Freedom

Freedom

Things are changing as public trust continues to diminish and the perceived threats to our security increase.  More windows are being barred, more security guards walk our malls and large public buildings, more video surveillance systems are being installed, and home security systems have become big business as many home insurance companies require them before they’ll agree to take you on.  Vehicle security systems are essential in places like Montreal (they were rare 20 years ago) and now almost all retailers (except grocery stores) security tag their merchandise, and one has to walk through a screening area to leave most large stores.  Retailers still manage to offer a “help yourself” shopping experience, but if that ‘freedom’ begins to cost too much, our shopping experience may revert to ‘jewelry-store’ style shopping where a store clerk presents the item to you for viewing and purchase.  This would be typical of shopping in most of the developing world.  

Our freedom is under attack.  This is something that needs our care and attention.  That’s where stewardship fits in – we care.

Consider our Canadian national anthem: “God keep our land, glorious and free.”  Personally, I don’t care for the ‘glorious’ part – save that for God – but the ‘free’ part is something we need to be concerned and praying about.  Later, in our anthem we repeat the chorus, “We stand on guard for Thee.”  That would be the stewardship part - guarding is something we say we will do when we sing this chorus.  I believe it’s not just ‘military’ type guarding as our ‘peace keeping missions’ do, but it is also a public one.  With the rise in crime and the subsequent curtailing of our freedom – our public Canadian ‘guarding’ performance is slipping.

Recently, I came across an interesting parallel.  The Heidelberg Catechism, written almost 500 years ago speaks of Christ’s kingly role in this way: “…our eternal king, who governs us by his Word and Spirit, and who guards us and keeps us in the freedom he has won for us.” [Lord’s day 12, article 31]  Clearly Jesus has won us freedom from the sin that would have condemned us but he did not stop there.  Jesus is also guarding that freedom that we now have through him.  Jesus finished the work of paying for our sin, however, he does not leave us on our own.  He knows we can abuse the new freedom we have and so he continues to work to guard and keep us in that freedom.

How can we ‘guard’ our freedom?  If we follow Jesus’ example – it means that we need to work at it.  It’s not enough to just ‘stand on guard!’  Here follow some tips for proactive guarding.

Stewardly Tip:  As stewards of Freedom we…
1. Speak up: don’t simply accept the lowering standards of morality (letters and gatherings - especially during campaigns).

2. Act: citizens need to speak up when witnessing shoplifting or other more ‘petty’ crimes – don’t allow perpetrators opportunity.

3. Elect leaders known for their integrity and stand on moral ground.

4. Volunteer for ‘citizen’s patrols’ – armed with cell phones.

5. Teach, model and train children about the consequences of freedom abused – our freedom is built on a citizenship that is honest, just and law abiding.

6. Pray for our leaders, our justice system, our police and our land.

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestion and your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask for more details.
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