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Legacy… Last Will and TESTIMONY?

For this topic of stewardship, I asked my colleague James VanderLaan to address this important aspect of Stewardship.  James helped us re-draft our Will and we are grateful for his insights and advice.  Edith and I highly recommend his services to you.  

Do you have a Will?  Is it up to date?  Did you write it last year?   5 years ago?  20 years ago?  What were the circumstances that caused you to have one written?

In my work at Christian Stewardship Services (CSS) I find that the need for a Will is most commonly addressed when a couple has their first child, a family decides to take a trip overseas, someone close to them passes away which causes them to consider their own wishes, or an older couple begins to think about how they want “their” wealth or blessings to be distributed.  

It doesn’t necessarily matter what eventually causes you to draft a Will.  The important thing is that you have one.  A properly drafted Will ensures that the details of your estate can be worked out quickly and easily.  Without a Will, the province appoints an administrator which may result in more of your estate going towards fees and taxes.

We have all heard the commonly phrased statement “Last Will and Testament”.  Did you know that your Will is more than your “Last Will and Testament”?   Did you know that your Will is really a TESTIMONY?   It is a TESTIMONY to your values, your priorities and your faith.  

The making of a Will is an important act of stewardship.  To recognize and acknowledge God as the owner of all things is a fundamental principle of Christian stewardship.    Everything that has been entrusted to us by God will be distributed when we pass away and He has given us the important responsibility of deciding who gets what.

Does your Will accurately reflect your values, your priorities in life and your faith?  If not…should it?

If you don’t have a Will or have a Will needing an update, please look after it right away!

The following is a personal checklist of only a few items that may help you decide if your Will is up to date.

When was your Will put in place? 

_______/_________/___________

   Day        Month        Year
Does your Will reflect your current wishes? 

 □ No    □  Yes   □ Unsure

Executor?

Who is your Executor?   Do they know?   Are they still willing and able?


Guardianship

Who are the guardians for your children?  Provisions for children will be provided up to what age?

Distribution of the Estate:

How will your estate be distributed?

At what age will your children inherit?

Will it be distributed in a lump sum?  Or in a series of payments?
Distribution of the Estate:

Have you considered including Ministry / Charity? 

Do your kids know of your intentions? 



Effects & Furnishings

How will they be disbursed?


Before you decide to have your Will drafted or revised, please take the time to pray about these important decisions.   

Remember:   A Will is for the Living.  Make it while you can! 

If you like, feel free to contact us for further information or assistance – see contact details below. 

Stewardly Tip: There are several ways that charitable giving can occur within a Will. A popular strategy that incorporates an act of Stewardship and ensures our children are provided for is the “Child Called Charity” concept.  The “Child Called Charity” concept includes a gift to charity equal to the share received by your children.  In many cases a gift in a will can often lead to significant tax savings for your estate.

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestions and contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask for more details.
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