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Human Impact

Ever consider how big our ‘footprint’ on this earth has become?   The population of the world now stands at approximately 6.6 billion people.  In 2005, about 49% of us lived in urban centres – up from 47% in 2000.  Our world is finite in size and we all need to drink and eat- both people and animals with whom we share this planet.

Some of us have access to the internet directly or maybe can access the internet through our children and grandchildren.  Consider visiting the www.ecofoot.org website with your child or grandchild and work through the quiz that you’ll find there.  I think you’ll find it an interesting learning experience that you can share.

When I took the quiz, I was shocked to learn that if everyone on this planet would and could live the way I did, we would need 5.3 planets!!  According to the quiz, my footprint takes up 9.5 global hectares (about 23.5 acres) which is slightly more than the average Canadian, who takes up an average 8.8 hectares (21.5 acres).   Compare this to what is available- an average of 1.8 hectares of productive land for each person alive today!  If everyone in our world today could live as we do as Canadians, then we would need almost 5 planets!

There is no doubt that our way of life makes a big footprint on our world.  According to the quiz, I used up twice as much of the average available productive land (3.6 ha.) for just my goods and services alone. My shelter (1.8ha) and mobility (1.7ha) each took up about the global average and my food intake required 2.4 hectares.  So I’m being pretty hoggish especially when I realize that for each of us who eat more than the average there must be others who eat a lot less!    

Another website that I looked at was www.wcs.org/humanfootprint, where I read the following: 

“Analysis of the human footprint map indicates that 83% of the land's surface is influenced by one or more of the following factors: human population density greater than 1 person per square kilometer, within 15 km of a road or major river, occupied by urban or agricultural land uses, within 2 km of a settlement or a railway, and/or producing enough light to be visible regularly to a satellite at night. 98% of the areas where it is possible to grow rice, wheat or maize (according to FAO estimates) are similarly influenced. However human influence is not inevitably negative impact -- in fact conservation organizations, including the Wildlife Conservation Society, have shown remarkable solutions that allow people and wildlife to co-exist. Nature is often resilient if given half a chance. Human beings are in the position of offering or withholding that chance.”

As we reflect on the impact or footprint that we make on this world, the above comment appears somewhat optimistic.  God has created a resilient world, but it is also becomes very clear that we need to do our part in conservation.  The quote above talks in terms of offering a chance or ‘half a chance’ and, as Christians, we talk about stewardship.  We need to do our part and make choices that ultimately make a difference.  Even with the way I live, as I look for ways to be more stewardly, I find myself higher than my own country’s average.  What can I do about that in terms of conservation and the choices I make?  These are the questions we all need to ask and address.  After all, God entrusted us with His creation and He placed us here to be its stewards: to work the land and care for it (Gen. 2:15). 

May God enable Christians to be leaders in environmental stewardship!  We have a vested interest: we want what’s best for the Master!

Stewardly Tip: Consider how you can minimize your footprint!  Bigger or cheaper is not always better.  Durability minimizes waste – just note how many shoddy products end up in the landfill after only a short life of use!  Higher efficiency means lower energy consumption.  Downsizing - using less also makes a smaller footprint on the environment!   Physical activity is better for you than using mechanical means, e.g.-cross country skiing versus snowmobiling – and it too leaves a smaller footprint.

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestions and contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask for more details.
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