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Real Treasure

When we lose something that is precious to us – we are sad.  If it’s an irreplaceable heirloom, our regret is even greater.  But if we find it again, our joy is great!

“Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one.  Does she not light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it?  And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbours together and says: ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’  In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”  Luke 15: 8-10.

Just as in the parable of the lost coin or in the parable of the prodigal son, there is rejoicing when what was lost is found.  However, the treasure that Jesus refers to is not monetary treasure but treasure that is measured in ‘soul’ terms or more expansively, in eternally significant terms.   Real treasure is the gift of life – here and now and eternally once our earthly life is past.

Scripture says that the ‘angels of God’ rejoice when one sinner repents.  We ought to rejoice too and really celebrate.  This is why we should and ought to celebrate Christmas.  Our gratitude for this gift of life is our motivator for participation in ministry through the giving of our time and talents, and in the use of our home, farm or business or money.

Too often we forget that we have been entrusted with this incredible treasure and neglect to share the good news.  We have tasted the ‘living water’ that Jesus offers and then neglect to reach out and share it with others.  Instead we are busy and concern ourselves with treasure of much lesser value.  Our dollars and possessions can’t compare, yet we are often obsessed or possessed by them.

This Christmas, it is my hope and prayer that every one of you, who read this column, may have a wonderful Christmas celebration.  May you enjoy a time of rejoicing.  Allow the image of God’s angels rejoicing in heaven to inspire you to celebrate too!  Consider what we can do to make angels rejoice?  I hope and pray that we all may rejoice with them, for the gift of life, now and forevermore.  A gift of real treasure that lasts!

Stewardly Tip: Give lasting treasure this Christmas.  Many Christian agencies facilitate the giving of special gifts.  Check out Christian church or agency giving catalogues, which allow you to purchase a needed item for someone in need.  Jesus said “…whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me” (Matt. 25:40b).

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestions (by mail to Christian Courier or by email to my address below) and provide your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask you for more details. 
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