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Resolutions

Be it resolved that I will exercise daily, lose 10 pounds, spend at least 15 minutes in daily personal devotions, and so the list might continue.  

Do you make resolutions as you begin a New Year?  The resolutions above are good ones, don’t you think?

But resolutions are not worth anything unless we carry them out.  It is one thing to decide to do something but it’s another to actually have the discipline to carry it out through the year.  

Resolutions, like intentions or promises, are not to be taken lightly.  The Bible speaks of vows, covenants and making plans.  All three are about making commitments – and biblical teaching indicates that when we vow or covenant we are expected to carry through on what we said we would do.  It’s a question of personal integrity.

Consider the tragic story of Jephthah.  He makes this vow:

And Jephthah made a vow to the LORD: "If you give the Ammonites into my hands, whatever comes out of the door of my house to meet me when I return in triumph from the Ammonites will be the LORD'S, and I will sacrifice it as a burnt offering." Judges 11: 30, 31

The Lord blesses Jephthah with victory, but when he returns home his only child is the first to meet him!  The Bible warns us to be careful when we vow or make oaths or covenants.  Joshua also got into trouble when he made a covenant with the Gibeonites who deceived him (read about that story in the Bible – Joshua 9).  The Israelites suffered the consequence of this decision.

Surely a harmless resolution is not the same thing?  I’m not so certain.  If we make resolutions or promises but don’t keep them, then our words ring hollow, we lack integrity and we hurt our reputations.  What is clear to me is that we need to be careful about what we promise to do.  That is especially true if we make a vow or oath.  Jesus warns us not swear at all and says: “Simply let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes’ and your ‘No’, ‘No’; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.”  Matthew 5:37

There is a biblical way to make plans or resolutions.   I like what the Apostle James teaches and laud it as a stewardly way to handle resolutions.  The Apostle says we “…ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that…Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins.” James 4:13&15

As we begin 2007 please join me in resolving to seek the Lord’s will in all that we do – whether making plans or taking decisions.  Let your ”yes” be yes and your “no”, no.  Try to be consistent and act with integrity!   May God bless and enable your stewardship throughout 2007!

Stewardly Tip: Don’t let that spirit of Christmas giving just fade away – instead resolve to continue your giving.  Consider the poor, homeless and lost.  Support and participate in your church’s ministries and your local food banks.  Give of yourself, your time, and above all share the message of the Good News – the gift of life!
Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestions (by mail to Christian Courier or by email to my address below) and provide your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask you for more details. 
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