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Quantity & Motive

 - The “How Much” and “Why” of Giving

How much am I going to give?  Why should I give?  These are questions that go through my mind when someone asks me to give.  Sometimes there is a conflict between my heart and my head, or from my perception of what is expected of me.  

The Bible speaks clearly about the “How Much” or quantity of giving and offers the tithe as a basic guideline, but also teaches about generous giving beyond the tithe.  Before we get bogged down on ‘what’ to give, I believe it is much more important to explore the ‘why’ or motive of giving.   In fact, I believe that the Bible is very clear about that – even when the tithe is introduced.

Let’s briefly consider the ‘why’ or motive for giving behind giving instances in the scriptures.  

· The first offering - Cain and Abel.  Why was Abel’s offering accepted and not Cain’s?  Does it have to do with ‘what’ they offered or with the ‘why’ of the offering?  I think that the contrast is more about the motive than what actually was brought.  Abel sought to bring to God his best – so he put his heart into the offering.  His heart was in the right place.  Cain, it seems to me, was more casual.

· Consider Abram after he has successfully rescued Lot: Abram immediately gives a tithe when Melchizedek blesses him [Gen. 14: 18-20].  

· The Tabernacle building campaign: God instructs Moses to receive gifts only from those “whose heart prompts him to give” [Ex. 25: 2].  

· The Temple building campaign: Consider David’s heart and his grateful giving: he willingly opens up his treasury and his leaders respond in the same manner and willingly contribute precious gold, silver and precious stones for the building campaign for the temple [1Chron. 29].  Consider the dominance of the words ‘willing and willingly’ in this chapter.  

· The widow’s offering: Consider how quantity and motive are entwined in Jesus’ comments on the widow’s gift: “They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything-all she had to live on” [Mark 12:44].

So then, what about you and I?  We do need to be practical when it comes to giving.  We can’t just give it all away, can we?  Is that what Jesus expects, for instance, when he responded to the rich young ruler?  (see Matt. 19: 21)  The answer would be “Yes” – at least in acknowledging that all we have is God’s and that we are only stewards – then, yes, we assign all that we have for God’s purposes.   Whether it is resources expended on family needs, (Christian education or transportation, etc)– it helps us have the right orientation when we recognize that it’s God’s resources that we have the privilege of using.  As I make choices, I need ask the question ‘What would Jesus do’ – (remember the WWJD arm bracelets that were popular at one time?).  That is as applicable in all that I do with my resources as what I set aside for charitable giving.

Giving is a special act that is enabled by faithful stewardship.  By making wise and cost effective choices that reflect durability, value and energy efficiency, we also maximize what we can set aside for charitable giving.

Once we have the motive for giving right – not based on obligation or duty but rather driven by heartfelt gratitude and a desire to honour God – to express love for God and neighbour – then giving becomes a blessing.  It drives us to give generously especially when a need arises – beyond the scriptural teaching of tithing and proportional giving.  It is because God’s grace is so generous – so deep and wide and high and long – that it took God’s gift of His only son – our Saviour to pay for it.  God gave and He still gives today – generously to his children.  In committing your giving acknowledge as David did: 

“But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this…O Lord…keep this desire in the hearts of your people forever, and keep their hearts loyal to you.” [1Chron. 29: 14, 18] 

Stewardly Tip: Use the biblical tithe as your starting point for giving.  Include your church first (you are its steward, after all) and then other Christian charities that work in some aspect of God’s Kingdom work.  CSS has over 40 Christian Partners that we highly recommend for your giving consideration.
Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestions (by mail to Christian Courier or by email to my address below) and provide your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask you for more details. 
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