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Jubilee Stewardship

Usually when we think of a “jubilee”, we think of a celebration like a Jubilee Anniversary (celebrating 50 years).  The word “Jubilee” is associated with celebration and festivity and is certainly not something that we would normally associate closely with stewardship.   Typically, when we think of stewardship, it is associated with duties, responsibilities and our stuff.  What is the point of joining festivity with responsibility?  I believe that it’s about loosening our grip on our stuff and celebrating what God provides!

In the Bible, the Israelites were taught to practice the Year of Jubilee - a Sabbath of Sabbaths every 50th year.  You can read more about this and the detailed instructions laid down by Moses to the Israelites in Leviticus 25.  One important aspect of the Year of Jubilee is the requirement to return any land or home (in the case of the Levites) that had been sold since the last Jubilee to the original family/clan to whom Moses had assigned it.  In this way, God provided an economic leveling system that prevented any one Israelite from becoming an overly-large landowner who could dominate or control large areas of land.  By design, this also limited indebtedness among the Israelites, as the value of any land was limited to the value of the crops that the land could produce until the next Year of Jubilee.

“If you sell land to one of your countrymen or buy any from him, do not take advantage of each other.  You are to buy from your countryman on the basis of the number of years since the jubilee.  And he is to sell to you on the basis of the number of years left for harvesting crops.”  Lev. 25: 14 -15

Compare that to what is happening today in Canada.  Currently, land speculation for development in many regions in Canada has driven up the price of farmland so that a farmer can not afford to buy land and make enough income to even cover the interest cost of borrowing.  It simply makes no economic sense to buy land for farming at today’s prices.

For the Year of Jubilee, God made a promise to His people to be a God who provides – if they remained faithful to Him.  God wanted His people to celebrate His provision (Jubilee Stewardship).  Having a Year of Jubilee meant that no crops were planted.  This meant that the people had to trust in God’s provision; they relied on the crops produced in the previous year and on whatever crops the land produced on its own during the Year of Jubilee.  God, through Moses, promised His people that there would be an abundant harvest in the year before the Sabbath or Jubilee year so that they would have enough food until the harvest time of the year following the Year of Sabbath or Jubilee.  God’s promise was contingent on their trust; a trust which closely paralleled the Israelite’s experience in the desert – when God provided a double collection of manna on the sixth day that would not spoil so that the seventh or Sabbath day could be honoured as a day of rest.  God looks for trust by His people that He will provide for them so that the people would rest in Him.

So what about us? How can we experience “Jubilee Stewardship” since we do not practice the teachings of Leviticus?  Though the practice of Jubilee is no longer followed, there are some principles that we can (and should) apply to our daily lives.

It begins with having the right attitude towards our possessions and our responsibilities.  Knowing that all that we have is the Lord’s is the first step.  We need to reduce our anxiety and concern about our stuff knowing that God provides what we need – not necessarily what we want.  We can do that by regularly taking some time to consider all that God has entrusted to us. We do well to recognize our responsibility and, at the same time, get a sense of privilege.  Instead of evaluating and comparing ourselves to others, we develop the posture that acknowledges all that God has entrusted to our use and care (stewardship) and then, instead of being burdened by it, we celebrate the privilege we have of serving in His Kingdom work.   This is the attitude that reflects what I’ve termed Jubilee Stewardship! 
There are other aspects of the biblical teaching on Jubilee that we would do well to observe.  Farmers know that crop rotation, green manuring and allowing the land to lay fallow on a regular basis are good management practices that help to maintain good soil health.  Similarly, we would do well to look at the busyness of our own lives and to build in time for Sabbath rest and, maybe every seventh year, take some time to retreat and reflect with the intent to re-commission our goals in all of life’s endeavours – especially for the Kingdom of God.

Most of all, Jubilee Stewardship is about having a grateful perspective; about having a celebrative, grateful attitude that acknowledges God’s provision.  It’s a healthy perspective on our stuff that will cause us to loosen our grip and reduce our anxiety.  It sets us up to be more willing to give and forgive – especially when we appreciate more fully what Christ has done so that we might have Jubilee from our sins!

Stewardly Tip: Personal Covenant.  Take a sheet of paper.  Divide it into 4 pieces and label the pieces as follows: 

Time, 

Talents 
(skills, aptitudes), 

Trees 

(home, farm, business) and 

Treasures 
(money and possessions). 

First, take some time to list all that God has entrusted to you in each of these categories.  In prayer, hand over these responsibilities over to Jesus – for His Lordship.  Then, consider what you would like to develop/set aside/assign as an offering (i.e., time to grow spiritually) to God’s kingdom ministry.  Covenant it over to Jesus as well in prayer and ask for His support to make it happen! 
Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestions (by mail to Christian Courier or by email to my address below) and provide your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask you for more details. 
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