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Significance

We all have a need to feel significant.  I believe it is something that God created as part of making us in His image.  God wants our lives to be significant – but on His terms.  We make a mistake, however, when we think “It’s all about me”.  In fact when we do so, we often get in the way!

What I believe is needed is a God-centered context for being.

Presently, I have the privilege of a month’s leave of absence from my regular work at CSS in order to provide some temporary leadership assistance to the Kenya office of CRWRC.  Sounds exotic? Maybe.  Different?  For sure!  Far away from home? Yes.   Important?  It certainly feels like it!  CRWRC has many different programs in stewardship, health, HIV-AIDS, Relief, business development and income-generation; and works with many church based and Christian business partners in both North America and Kenya.  Literally, millions of dollars of programming go through the Kenya office.  That is why when a key leader leaves there is a big hole that must be filled - even temporarily.  So yes, being here does make me feel important, but that is not what I was sent here for.  I need to squash my own ego!  In fact, shortly after arrival and when I had a better understanding of the full weight of the challenge, I knew full well that I couldn’t do this work on my own.  I need God’s help, and I found myself praying for wisdom, discernment and a hedge against any self-driven notion of “I-can-do-it-myself”!

In the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Ephesians I came across two passages that were particularly helpful in connecting importance and purpose in the right perspective:

For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do…And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.  Ephesians 2: 10, 22

When we realize that we are God’s creation and that because of Christ’s work, we are enabled to do ‘good works’ – important works.  That enabling applies wherever God places us and we have the privilege of serving.  It’s what is done with and for Christ that lasts.  When we focus too much on ourselves, we get it wrong.  When we let Christ work through us, we are built up and become “a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.”  Now - what could be more important than that?

Time and time again I need to remind myself of these teachings.  My own pride gets in the way (thankfully God then does something to remind me where significance comes from).  I pray that each one of you might find that same challenge in your lives, and learn to lean on God’s Spirit.  Avoid ‘leaning on your own understanding’; let go and let God lead you by his Spirit.   He created each one of us on purpose for purpose – His purposes!

Stewardly Tip: A small act: Say “Hi” to a stranger.  Say “Thank you” whenever you can.  Give a compliment or a word of encouragement to members of your family (we too often take the ones closest to us for granted) and to people you meet.  Offer and provide a needed hand of assistance.  It’s often the small acts that are significant in the lives of others. 
Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestions (by mail to Christian Courier or by email to my address below) and provide your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask you for more details. 
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