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Stewardship Basics - 1

“…I am not my own but belong body and soul, in life and in death to my faithful Saviour Jesus Christ...” That’s how the answer begins to the first question posed in the Heidelberg Catechism.  And for so many who have memorized this answer and even for those who have not – this is such a comfort to know.  It is also a great way to define the first lesson of stewardship – it’s ALL God’s.  All that we are, all that we have and ever hope to be – is God’s.

That’s both a comfort for those who believe and a source of condemnation for those who ‘do not belong’.

There’s a story of a successful farmer, a story that Jesus told which is recorded in the Bible (Luke 12:16-21).  One year this farmer had such an abundant harvest that his barns couldn’t contain the harvest.  The harvest was huge, so that he decided to tear the old barns down and build bigger ones.  With the bigger barns he would have plenty of room to store all his crops and his possessions.  And then, he thought, now that I have got it safe and have my barns full, let me take life easy and eat and drink and be merry!

But he forgot stewardship lesson #1: that all he has is really God’s.  After all it was God who provided the bountiful harvest and allowed him to have all the abundance.  And God was even ready to entrust him with more, but he did not remember whose it was in the first place.  And because he didn’t acknowledge God’s provision and God’s intention the story continues.  God calls an end to his life and advances the day of his reckoning.  

As I consider the story and apply this stewardship basic to my own life – I see much that I don’t like to see reflected in this story.  I do believe ‘I belong’ but so often I act like I’m the owner and forget that I am only a steward.  It compromises my belonging when I get distracted with my ‘belongings!’  

What would happen if there was another outcome to the story that Jesus told.  What if instead, this successful farmer says: “Wow – what a harvest!  Thanks be to God!  I have so much to share.  Here’s what I’ll do: I’ll take what I need to take care of my livestock – but the rest that I don’t need I’ll give away.   I’ll save adequate provision to meet my family’s need however, the abundance that remains may bless others!”  Do you think with such a ‘giving’ attitude, one that acknowledges that it’s all Gods, that God would have called this steward home prematurely?

In times of affluence when things were going so well Old Testament Israel repeatedly forgot who they were.  They got distracted and started worshipping ‘created’ things rather than the ‘creator’ who had called them out from the nations to be a special people by whom all nations would be blessed.  A people from whom came the Messiah!

In times of affluence when things are going so well we, who ‘belong’ and are called to be children of God through Jesus Christ, also get distracted and exhibit the same mindset of dependence on created things and independence from the ‘creator’.  I don’t think we are any different today.  It’s a reminder for all of us to remember to acknowledge that our wealth is not our own – but belongs to God.   We are accountable to him for the stewardship of it (however little or much).  God entrusts it to us to be a source of blessing.  We are to have the same ‘grip’ on it as Job: 

“…Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will depart.  The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the name of the Lord be praised.”  Job 1: 21

Stewardly Tip: A Gift of Time: Time is difficult for us to give, especially 

‘Quality time’, however, God is waiting expectantly.  To be of good quality (first fruits quality) it means finding a quiet spot.  It means tuning out all distraction and just to be still and to quiet our minds and hearts so that God may enter in.  In the silence without any distraction – to be like Elijah listening for a gentle whisper from God [1Kings 19: 12].

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestions (by mail to Christian Courier or by email to my address below) and provide your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask you for more details. 
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