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Stewardship Basics - 2

“There is a time for everything” so begins the writer of Ecclesiastes (chapter 3:1).  But is there really time to do everything that we might want to do?  There is so much to learn, to see and to experience – we can’t possibly do it all!  But, if you believe that you really are created for eternity like the Bible says (Ecclesiastes 3:11) – then in reality there is a time for everything.  If not here on earth, then later in paradise for those who believe!

Life on earth is short.  We do not know how much time God will give us before He calls us home and when the book of our life will be opened.  It is then that we will understand that the stewardship of our limited time here on earth has eternal consequences.  It will be very evident how we made use of the time that we received from God.   Then the measurement of our life will be measured in ‘Kingdom value’ – for only what is done for Christ will last, as Jesus instructed his disciples: “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit-fruit that will last.”  [John 15:16]

How we use our time is so different for each of us.  We have individual skills, aptitudes, gifts and abilities.  I may wish that I were more artistic or musical or sensitive or decisive or skilled with my hands, or that I had a greater understanding or aptitude for technology like a friend I know.  However, he or she may want to have some of the ‘talents’ that I have.  Not one of us is exactly the same even though we are all created in God’s image.  We all have different sets of abilities and we’ll find our greatest satisfaction when we are able to match our career with our dominant abilities.

It is our use of time and our abilities that permits us to work and provide for ourselves, our families and for the work of the church.  We apply our time and skills utilizing the world’s resources to create goods and services.   In order to do that well, we are required to be careful and wise with the resources our earth provides.  Our impact on our environment is getting a lot attention today.  Finally!   God mandated us to be earthkeepers as He established in Genesis.  He gave us a world that was created good.  Just read how often God declares that ‘it was good’.   God expects us to be wise stewards of what He created to be good - He expects nothing less from us.   In particular, God even places man into His special garden, the Garden of Eden and gives mankind a specific mandate “to work it and take care of it” [Genesis 2:15 – NIV].  Our record as earthkeepers or gardeners indicates lots of ‘working it’ but very little ‘taking care of it’.  Rather, our record has been rife with abuse.  Let us not waste time trying to hide from God’s scrutiny (like modern day Adams and Eves), making excuses and trying to minimize what is clearly evident today – as we try and protect our selfish ways.  

Let us, as Christians, lead the way.  Let us be busy to make the changes that are needed that move us toward a more sustainable and more caring use of earth’s resources.  Let each one of us be courageous leaders in our own sphere of influence – making more choices that minimize our impact, and encouraging others to do the same.

The basics of stewardship include all of the above and more: the use and care of our Time, our Talents (skills and abilities) and the Trees (natural resources).  By our wise use our time, our talents and the earth’s resources we are enabled by God to create wealth – which most of us evaluate in terms of money and possessions – our Treasures (the 4th “T” of the 4 T’s of stewardship).  Those are the basics.  May God bless our stewardship!

Stewardly Tip: A Gift of Talent.  The creator blessed humankind with diversity in so many ways in music, the arts, sciences and sports.  Consider offering some of your abilities as a ‘fragrant’ offering to honour God with what He has entrusted to you.  Think of using your ability to ‘love God or your neighbour’ as an offering that acknowledges praise to the creator who put it in you in the first place!  Do something for someone else today!

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestions (by mail to Christian Courier or by email to my address below) and provide your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask you for more details. 

Next issue: Development vs. Farmland

