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Time to Give

Everyone has ‘time’ they can give!

“Are you sure?  I’m so busy.  I’ve already got a frantic schedule and I just can’t add another ‘church’ thing – ask someone else!”

A new school and church season begins and the requests for volunteers for this or that are coming at us all over the place.   Yet I firmly believe even the busiest person still has ‘time’ to give.   

There may be some people who have the ‘time’ to give but feel there is not much that they can do because of their physical limitations.  Consider my friend, Theresa: she is limited in what she can do by her poor eyesight.  Her view on the world is very narrow but that’s not how she behaves!  It may seem that she is not able to do much, but through God’s work in her, she takes on the world of poverty, injustice and keeps up with the major issues of this world through prayer.  She is a faithful prayer warrior and I know I can count on her prayers for my work. I know that even now her prayers and the testimony of her life are helping me to write this article.  She is an example of how an elderly woman in a senior’s home devoting her time to reading and prayer – can and does make a difference!  I know she regularly prays for family members (especially their spiritual warfare) and that she is a source of encouragement for those whose lives she may touch with her presence. 

Everyone has ‘time’ to give!  Yes, really, but a more pertinent question to ask is: “To what am I giving my time?”  That’s a question each one of us needs to revisit on a regular basis.

God created time, He set boundaries for each of us – and our individual clocks are ticking.  All of our time is God’s time.  We are accountable to Him for its stewardship!  God gives each one of us enough time and He also offers to release us from the ‘bondage to the limitations of time’ – now and eternally through Jesus.  In fact, the way we use our time today has eternal significance.

So, everyone has ‘time’ to give and it can all be dedicated to God!  In a holistic worldview we acknowledge that all that we do should be done as if given to God – even the boring, routine work - as the Contemporary Testimony says so well:

“In our work, even in dull routine, we hear the call to serve our Lord.  We must work for more than wages, and manage for more than profit, so that mutual respect and the just use of goods and skills may shape the work place, and so that, while we earn or profit useful products and services may result…” (Article 51a)

As Christians, we have a higher order priority that ascribes eternal significance to the giving of our time.

By setting our priorities under a God centered paradigm we always have ‘time’ to give – even for activities we consider minor.  Therefore, it is important for us not to be too hasty to excuse ourselves when we are asked to be a Sunday School teacher, a Pastoral elder, a greeter, a GEMS councilor, to take a turn making coffee, host a small prayer/fellowship group, etc.  Each request ought to cause us to re-examine our priorities.  Such a review helps to make best use of the time, gifts and opportunities for service that God gives us. Such a re-examination is a good thing!

Everyone has ‘time’ to give!  It is a matter of setting priorities, and so being able to put aside regular time for voluntary activities requires a re-ordering of the time you have, and that takes planning.  For more on making time by planning time see my previous article on “Managing Time” (CC Sept 12/05 or my website article 27) or review the summary below.

Stewardly Tip: Time Planning Steps

1. Create a task list of all the things that you need to do at home, at work, as a volunteer, etc.   Include both immediate and long-term items, deadlines, committee or council meetings, home visits (elders), appointments, birthdays and anniversaries, and things like “the car needs servicing”.  Make the list as complete as possible - incomplete lists can make you anxious.  What did I forget?   Leave space to add more as your day progresses (phone calls, emails, mail). 

2. Prioritize by coding your list: 

· Consider which items on the list are urgent and important – circle them.  

· Consider the item(s) that give you the most sense of ‘dread’ – I really don’t want to do this –an item that you know you’ll put-off-until-it’s-almost-too-late if you don’t do something about it now.  Circle them in red.

· Consider the items that are important but not urgent – items that don’t have a deadline today – but are important for your work and your future career.  Mark them with an (in the margin.

· Consider the items that build relationships: phone calls, visits, email, thank you cards etc. – circle or asterisk them – they are very important and should be allotted priority.   

· Skimp on the trivial items.  Some are ‘no-brainers’ – leave them for when your ‘mental energy’ is low . Delegate these to someone else if you can.  Don’t mark them with anything – if they get left for another day that’s just fine.

· Decide when you will block out some time for devotions, reading or studying for your self-development.  In the margin write a ‘target time interval 12:45-1:15.

3. Get Started – Act!  Start with a circled item, preferably one of the ‘red’ ones: getting at least one of the ‘dread’ items out of the way will make you feel so much better.   Note and obey the ‘target time’ (see above) that you set aside for devotions or self-development.   Mix in some of the “(” (important but not urgent) items among the urgent ones.

4. Scratch off completed tasks!  Crossing off a completed item is satisfying.  A well scratched off list at the end of the day makes you feel good and gives you a sense of accomplishment.

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestions (by mail to Christian Courier or by email to my address below) and provide your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask you for more details. 
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