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Water Care

Not too long ago, bottled water was a rare thing and no one questioned the safety of tap water in Ontario.   Being surrounded by the Great Lakes and thousands of smaller lakes– we took good sweet water for granted, and for all the water we can see, there is so much more water underground.  I read somewhere that, in Ontario, our surface water represents less than 3% of all the fresh water we have underground!  It is a tremendous resource that God has blessed us with!

Ever since the Walkerton polluted public water incident in which a number of people died from drinking ‘tainted’ water and many more became seriously ill – Ontarians have become very cautious about their drinking water.  If there is any positive outcome it is that our municipalities are now more vigilant about ensuring safe drinking water.  Aside from the deaths and illnesses another bad side effect is the cost and energy spent on bottled water today!  We are now becoming aware that bottled water is maybe not such a good thing due to the possible contaminants leaching from the plastic container the water is kept in - especially if the water has been sitting for some time.  Now we hear many people saying that tap water is safer after all!

Naaman complained about the water of the Jordan River – when he was instructed to bathe in it by the prophet Elisha (2Kings 5:12) and he finally only did so after his servants persuaded him to do so.  The Israelites complained bitterly about the water at their first resting stop after miraculously crossing the Red Sea: 

“When they came to Marah, they could not drink its water because it was bitter (That is why the place is called Marah.)  So the people grumbled against Moses, saying, ‘What are we to drink?’”  Exodus 15: 23, 24.  

The Bible has many more ‘water’ stories: Jesus turning water to wine; the healing water of Shiloh; John’s baptism of repentance; Jesus’ baptism; Peter walking on water; the Samaritan woman and living water; etc. etc.!

Water is important to us and is vital to life!  Jesus referred to himself as the ‘living water’ – water that would quench all our thirst forever.  

Yes, water is important, and clean water is not something to be taken for granted.  In the first few months of my first term with CRWRC in Bangladesh (1976) I became very sick and it was largely due to ingesting parasites in contaminated water.   Boiling all our drinking water became a routine that we followed throughout the years we served in Bangladesh and India.   We wouldn’t dream of drinking water from a tap – even to rinse our mouths after brushing our teeth.

In the past number of years, the states and provinces that contain the Great Lakes have signed agreements that seek to regulate and protect our shared water resources. This consortium of states and provinces is ‘on guard’ for these resources.   There is tremendous pressure to ship or pipe Great Lakes water to dry southern states.  In Aberfoyle, a small community south of Guelph, residents have raised the alarm about commercial companies that are sucking millions of liters of clean clear water each day from the ground water reserves underneath their homes and village.  Did you know about the diversion of a river to feed the vast Northern Alberta tar sands operations that provide us with more gasoline for our cars?  What are the costs of these projects?  Ask the Aboriginal people who depend on the river for fishing and hunting!  We need to be on-guard for the abuse of our water resources!   The hue and cry from those who raise the issue already has engineers coming up with better methods, which minimize water use.  We need to advocate responsible use and care and stop uncontrolled, unlimited abuse.

Water is precious.  Ask the people who have been forced to live in refugee camps and their women who risk their lives to get water for their families.  Consider how important water is to you and then commit to be more careful with its stewardship.  Let’s not take our shared water resource for granted!  Whether we have a lot or little – we need to be good stewards of this precious resource!

Stewardly Tip: Check your water consumption habits – do you let the water run when you rinse dishes or shave?  What about the wash: do you run small loads in full water?  Do you water the lawn or use excessive water when washing the car?  Consider using small glass refillable bottles - fill them with clean tap water and eliminate the use of plastic bottled water, or, if you must buy plastic, at least re-use them a few times.  Think of ways that you can spare our water resources!

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestions (by mail to Christian Courier or by email to my address below) and provide your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask you for more details. 
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