07Dec17-84 - Generous Attitude.doc

Generous Attitude

It seems wrong to be writing an article to encourage generosity– to be approaching it from an intellectual perspective.  It should not be a ‘mind’ thing but rather a ‘heart’ thing.  It is our heart that is at the core of our spirituality and our emotions.   That is where the spirit of God works within us and gives us the spiritual gift of giving – the real motive for generosity.   Yet, in order to get at the ‘heart’ of the matter, we intellectualize this.

Much is written in the Bible about being heart-driven.  David was said to be a man after God’s heart.   David on many occasions experienced God’s mercy and His Grace.  He was a sinner, like you and I, maybe even a greater sinner than I (How dare I say that?)  He, like all of us, no matter what the score, deserved the sentence of death.  David understood that and it shows through in many of the Psalms that he wrote.   David’s life journey had many episodes of sin coupled with repentance and forgiveness.  At his life’s end his testimony to God’s grace was very evident in his generosity as it is described for us in 1Chronicles 29.   His gratitude to God was very deep.

In another story of generosity, Jesus defended the actions of a woman publicly labeled as sinful.  Jesus was invited to the home of a Pharisee named Simon.  While reclining at Simon’s table, a woman who had lived a sinful life came in and washed Jesus feet with her tears and dried them with her hair after which she poured out an expensive perfume on them.  The Pharisees who observed this spectacle were indignant about this and thought Jesus should have known better and not let such a sinful woman touch him and do this to him.  In response to this Jesus asked them (and specifically Simon) to consider this:

“Two men owed money to a certain moneylender.  One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.  Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both.  Now which of them will love him more?”  Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt cancelled.”  “You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. Luke 7:41

Jesus knew the heart of this woman.  He knew how she longed for release from her sinful past and her deep heartfelt gratitude for Jesus’ forgiveness.  

In this season of generous gifts to one another we celebrate the greatest gift of all: the once and for all gift of life.  We don’t deserve this gift, not at all!  But just when we were the least deserving Jesus came.  Sometimes our own self-rightness gets in the way and we need to be broken and humbled.  We would not judge ourselves to be in the bigger debtor’s shoes as in the parable – after all “I don’t feel I’m as bad as others are”.  But we judge incorrectly!  Sinners have the same penalty: death!

When we contemplate and realize the depth of what Christ did, our attitudes change.  Like King David or Ebenezer Scrooge, we turn around and open up the coffers of God’s gifts to us and make them available, and our hearts open up.  We are ready to respond as we are enabled to express God’s care in a hurting world.

As I write this, former colleagues in Bangladesh are sending me pictures of families devastated by Cyclone Sidr.  My heart goes out to these people, and Edith and I are grateful that we can send gifts that support the work of Bangladeshi Christian volunteers from CRWRC project partners.  These men and women partner staff are reaching out with food and other aid to 2500 families in the most severely affected area.  It is a privilege to respond with hope to people who do not see or experience God as a ‘Heavenly Father’ as we do.  When people are in despair, life seems hopeless and there is a strong temptation to raise a fist at God and curse him.  It is when people are in the valley of despair that faithful Christians need to be there to bring hope of a loving God who does care.  It requires of us a generous attitude to help make it happen!

This Christmas when you give gifts to each other, match them with gifts for those who suffer - gifts for those who don’t know God as Father and Jesus as Saviour!  It is the best gift that anyone can offer; it is the greatest gift!  There is no gift on earth that has the eternal value that a gift of living water can give.  It is the once and for all forgiveness of sin through Jesus Christ  - the Saviour of the world!

Stewardly Tip: Be ready to act.  Often we are caught unprepared for an opportunity to respond to a need that challenges us.  If we are not ready, we are likely not to act or we will avoid the challenge or make some lame excuse.  A friend of mine always has some food items in the trunk of her car because she finds herself parking in areas where there are a lot of street people.  She always has a nutritious snack handy that she can give rather than giving a tooney.  Still, always having a few tooneys in your pocket ready to give is a good thing, even if the cause might seem “iffy”!  In most cases it is better to give than not to!

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestions (by mail to Christian Courier or by email to my address below) and provide your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask you for more details. 
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