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Taking Care of Business

Ministry and calling are words that most of us would apply to the work of missionaries, pastors and evangelists.  However, not everyone is called to drop everything to follow Jesus like the sons of Zebedee [Matthew 4:18, 19] who dropped their fishing gear and left their father to follow Jesus.   Some of us are also called to stay behind to be good fisherman of fish!  Running a business, I believe, is a calling as well!

It seems to me that business people are often unfairly treated from the perspective of ministry.  Sure, when a successful businessperson donates a substantial sum to a good cause, the publicity is there and the person is raised to almost the level of a saint.  However, this does not focus on the challenge of faithful stewardship that a businessperson faces each day in running his or her business.  Just consider the load of responsibility that comes with a business decision, which affects the livelihood, and future of all the employees that work in the business.  Add to that the challenge of making decisions that are faithful to Christian standards: decisions that are fair, have integrity and a Christian Stewardship perspective - that is, a perspective that all the resources used in the business are God’s and as a businessperson I must be a wise steward!   I’m convinced that in many ways being a Christian businessperson is a calling and specifically so when we realize that God is the owner of the business in the first place!

Having a kingdom perspective while leading and managing a business elevates the ‘taking-care-of-business’ to a higher level ministry mode: providing fair and safe employment for workers and useful products and services.  Our focus goes beyond the here and now to what God would want us to do.  It is very much a question of ‘how’ – of performance and having the right attitude!  Having a ‘kingdom perspective’ when running a business changes the “how!”   As I write, I realize that in humility many of us in business may squirm a little as we often get so compromised!  Let’s admit that we make mistakes and need God’s forgiveness and grace!

In today’s competitive business environment, taking care of business with a ‘Kingdom Perspective’ may make you less competitive.   Following a higher code of standards that others ignore puts you at a disadvantage - at least in the short run.  It is tempting to drop your standards to those of your competitors so that you can stay competitive, but it may hurt in the long-term and that is a big responsibility when you consider how your employees and their families depend on your business for their paycheck.  Here’s the comfort, though: you are not alone.  If you remain faithful to a ‘Kingdom Perspective’ you recognize God’s role in your business.  If we are faithful to God in our business, then I believe the same promises that God makes to Israel are applicable to us.  Malachi 3 illustrates God’s role so well: 

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.  Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.  I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit,” says the Lord Almighty.  [Malachi 3:10, 11]

In business, as in all aspects of our Christian walk, God wants to be an enabler.  God chose to bring about His Kingdom through people like you and me.  If we faithfully take care of business from a faithful kingdom perspective - God is ready to open the ‘floodgates’ so that we through our businesses can be a source of blessing.  May God bless each Christian businessperson in his or her calling!  

Stewardly Tip: Post Your Values.  Mission and vision statements are often posted in churches and institutions.  For businesses, it is often only the  ‘tag’ line that gets published, beyond that it is helpful to post your business values – your underlying operating code of business.  Posting this publicly reminds your staff and customers alike of the standards you hold and may be held accountable for.

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestions (by mail to Christian Courier or by email to my address below) and provide your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask you for more details. 
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