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Environmental Collapse?

As we begin a New Year, I felt it would be a good thing to be reminded of our important role as stewards of the environment.  I’ve invited Cindy Verbeek back to this column.  She works with A Rocha Canada and lives in northern BC with her husband and three children.  Cindy writes:
It’s coming at us through the TV, the Internet, in the movies, in book after book.  The world is on the verge of collapse.  The environment is beyond repair.  And IT’S ALL OUR FAULT!!!  Do you feel the guilt?  Do you feel the fear?  My questions are: who do we fear and what do we do with the guilt? 

Our desire to serve God by taking care of earth should never be motivated by fear, nor paralyzed by guilt, but must be driven by what God tells us through His Word.  My study of Scripture teaches that caring for creation is truly biblical and not just something I’ve made up!

Read Genesis 1:1-3 and let it sink in for a moment.  “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty…And God said, “let there be light,” and there was light…” (Genesis 1:1-3) Profound?   Maybe not (if you find the familiar boring), but have you ever thought about the repercussions of this declaration?  We serve the God of the universe, the Creator of heaven and earth.  “The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it” the Psalmist proclaims in Psalm 24:1!  He created it.  He loves it.  He is in control of it.  Doesn’t that just make you want to jump up and shout, and yet scare you to death all at the same time!  This isn’t just some soft cushy little “g” god we’re talking about here.  He has the power to create something out of NOTHING by just speaking His Word.  And He did!  

Why?  Consider John’s gospel and how it parallels the Genesis creation story - John 1:1-3: “In the beginning was the Word …Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.”  The caption in my NIV Bible says The Word became flesh.  Who is this “Word become flesh” that John is referring to? John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  Jesus Christ, the Word become flesh, God among us, the Creator of heavens and earth through whom all things were made, became part of the created world to give us eternal life.  A bit humbling, isn’t it?  It gets right in the face of any notion that somehow matter doesn’t matter.  There’s more!  The Greek word for world here is “kosmos”.  In its context this passage is speaking of human salvation, but don’t you find it curious that the author chose “kosmos” which can mean the entire created order rather than simply the word reserved exclusively for people? I do. 

So what are we to do with it all?  Matthew Sleeth, Director of A Rocha USA said it well when he chose the title for his book on the subject: Serve God, Save the Planet. As we learn to serve God in all aspects of our lives we are able to let go of our greed and depend on God for our needs.

I personally am not afraid of environmental collapse.  Oh, there’s no doubt in my mind that it’s possible and maybe even likely given our current state of affairs.   Nevertheless, I believe in a God who is bigger than the current situation; a God who will be with me in all circumstances and is already repairing the damage done to the earth.  I believe He will continue to do so until the end time when creation is completely renewed.   What scares me is standing before the maker of the universe and answering for what I did or did not do in my stewardship of the world which He created and entrusted to me (Genesis 2:15).

As far as the guilt goes - well, let’s face it, we are guilty. We live in a world of greed, covetousness and complacency, and we participate in the using (and many times the abusing) of the world’s resources and its people.  However, we must not allow that guilt to paralyze us but rather use it to catapult us into living a life of repentance.  If we must be guilty of something, may we be guilty of living too simply and loving too much.   By living simply with the abundance that is a part of living in North America, may we help others to simply live!  In doing so we may serve the Creator of heaven and earth and join Him in renewing His broken creation.

If you would like more information on how to be intentional about creation stewardship in your church, home and community contact Cindy at cindy.verbeek@arocha.org or call 

CC – we’ll help you connect with her.

Stewardly Tip: Grocery choices.  Consider how your choices at the grocery store can make a difference.  Eating food that is produced close to home can be fresher and healthier (standards), burns less energy in transportation and supports local farmers.  Consider the distance your food purchases traveled to get to you and make choices to buy closer to home!

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestions (by mail to Christian Courier or by email to my address below) and provide your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask you for more details. 
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