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We Can, but Should We?

People who live in poverty are limited in the choices that they can make.  In desperation they may do things they know are wrong, things they don’t want to do but given their hunger and hopelessness feel there is no other way.  

A sure indicator of being better off or affluent is the amount of choice we have in our lives.  When I got up this morning, I could choose to bathe or shower with water set to the temperature of my choosing.  When I reach into my closet I have several choices as to what to wear.  In the kitchen I have choices as to what I may have for breakfast and even a few options as to where I might choose to eat it.  When I go to work, I may choose to drive myself, take my bicycle, a bus or opt for the car pool.  I have options and the means to pay for them.

People of more limited means or living in poverty have few choices.  They live in the less attractive poorer end of town or in crowded low-income housing.  If they drive, they drive old beaters that are often costly to run – but that’s all they can afford.

When you’ve made it and the mortgage is paid off you have more discretionary income – income that doesn’t already have a prior commitment to meet.  You can now choose to eat out at costly places, choose luxury options over practical ones, take in expensive vacations and may even decide to upgrade to a larger home and drive a more expensive car.  You can.  You have the resources – it’s really up to you!   And why not, as so many are saying today, after all “you’ve earned it” and worked hard to be where you are at today.   But really, as Christians we need to realize that though the message is often heard it is also a very dangerous one - a message that Satan enjoys watching us trip over.

Think about it for a moment: Is your success really a credit to you or did God have a hand in it?  Consider that God, being who He is, has the most choice of all and He chose to bless His people – each differently to be sure – but blessed according to His choosing.  But He does not do so willy-nilly – He has something in mind.  He has purposes in mind and we need to be very careful if we think it’s so that we can live a ‘royal’ life on earth while there are many others who are suffering.  We are all part of a worldwide church – a body that has many parts that suffer.  Just as our whole body feels the pain of a cut finger, we too need to have empathy for those who suffer.   

Here are some points to reflect on regarding making choices:

· With choices come responsibilities: “…From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded…” [Luke 12: 48]

· When we are wealthy we may be tempted to put our security in that wealth rather than in the God who entrusted it to us.  We may build bigger barns (securities) instead of being generous and bearing God’s purposes in mind  [Luke 12: 16-21].  

· God’s blessings to us are a test of our stewardship (see the parable of the talents Matt. 25: 14-30).

· We are all part of a community some of whose members are suffering.  When one part suffers we all feel the pain [1Cor. 12: 26].  The Christian community should be a community that cares and shares [Acts. 2: 44-47].

· Contentment and happiness are not dependent on wealth [Prov. 30: 7-9] rather they come from having the right attitude about wealth or the lack of it.

· Keeping a “Kingdom first’ perspective helps guide our choices – not as a way of leveraging God or paying dues that allow us to feel justified in indulging.  Instead it is a perspective of generousity and willing sacrifice.

· Some extravagances are simply ‘sinful’ and may distract or hold us back from a more contented life in the service of God’s Kingdom.

· Ask instead What-Would-Jesus-Do (WWJD)

The challenge of the affluent life is that we have the freedom to make choices that are both wasteful and contribute little if anything for the Kingdom.  I know I have made bad choices in the past and still make them from time to time.  I do regret that, and I know I need to repent of that and be more Kingdom-driven to make the most of the stewardship of my time, talents and wealth.  May God bless each one of us in our struggle to be more like Jesus and enable us to be a blessing to all whose lives we have the privilege of touching as well as those beyond us in a hurting world.  We are a community that can respond and we should!

Stewardly Tip: How Much Do I Need?  It’s RRSP season and the media is busy spinning the tale: buy, buy, buy!   How much should you put away for the future?  How much will you need?  One way to get peace on this is to get help from a Christian adviser.  Seek out an advisor who has no hidden agenda or will benefit from endorsing their particular financial products.  Providing professional and impartial financial advice on planned giving and estate planning is the ‘main-thing’ we do at CSS and we do so on behalf of over 40 charities – many that you support.  See below for more information.

Readers:  Share your ‘Stewardly Tips’ so that we all can make better use of the resources God has entrusted to us.  Submit your suggestions (by mail to Christian Courier or by email to my address below) and provide your contact information so that we can acknowledge your contribution or ask you for more details. 
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